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my cause people insult you, persecute you and raise against you all  

kind of slanderέ 

Matthew 5:1 
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ά.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘrong hand that 

guides and protects her.  The hand of Jesus, who is a member of the Church, is 

stronger than the slander and persecution that are unleashed against her.  The 

Church may seem weak, but it is not.  Let us not be afraid.  We are in good handsέ 

 

SILVIO JOSÉ BÁEZ, o.c.d. 

Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Managua 
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I. Nicaragua: Hostilities towards the 

Catholic Church in the period from 2018 to 

May 2022 
In  April 2018, Nicaraguans manifested peacefully against the arbitrariness, illegalities, 

corruption, nepotism, impunity, and other acts at odds with the law carried out by the 

Public Administration headed by President José Daniel Ortega Saavedra and his wife, the 

vice presidententit, Rosario María Murillo Zambrana. The Catholic Church was one of the 

first institutions   to demonstrate support for students and protesters. The priests opened 

the doors of the temples, provided spaces for dialogue, made several calls for peace and 

cessation of hostilities, promoted days of prayer, attended to the wounded, provided 

company to relatives of citizens killed, kidnapped,  political prisoners; among others. 

 

The response ofthe government of Nicaragua against the actions ofthe Catholic Church 

was not long in coming. In this way, the fictitious State-Church bonanza that had been 

formed since 2007 when Mr. Ortega assumed the presidency of Nicaragua again, began 

a period of decline until it became a hostile relationship; characterized by aggressions, 

abuse and arbitrary harassment.  

 

ά!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ 

Nicaragua (MESENI), since its working visit to Nicaragua, carried out between May 17 

and 21, 2018, the American International Commission has carried out a historic work of 

monitoring and recording information. The victims of the serious human rights violations 

that occurred in the context of the violent State response to social protests. In this 

regard, the reportof its visit  indicates that these affectations would have been the result 

of the excessive use of force, including the lethal force by state agents and parapolice 

forces, reporting 212 fatalities, with the warning that the violence was still ongoing at 

press time, so the figures were subject to change and updates. The update of the register 

of fatalities in the context of the crisis accounts for at least 355 victims during the  

repression of social protests between April 18 and July 31, 2019. According to the 

disaggregation by gender, 15 would be women and 340 men. In addition, 27  of  the total 
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number of victims would be children and adolescents. The data also give an account of 

но ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέΦ1 

The role of the Catholic Church has been fundamental in the crisis of human rights 

violations facingNicaragua and as a consequence; the Ortega-Murillo regime initiated an 

indiscriminate persecution  against  bishops, priests, seminary students,  religious 

members, lay groups and to everything that has direct or indirect relation with the 

Catholic Church. 

 

Before April 2018, abuses towards the church were sporadic. After that date, the  

hostilities increased and become more menacing. The offensive and threatening 

language of the presidential couple against the Catholic hierarchy became increasingly 

evident and frequent; and the actions of some public institutions against the charitable 

work of the church increased.  

 

However, we cannot affirm that all the incidents listed in this study have been planned 

and executed by the followers of Ortega-Murillo or deny they may be guilty. The truth is 

that in the years before President Ortega took office, these frontal attacks were not 

carried out in the context of the religious institution. 

 

In 2020, the Nicaraguan Center for Human Rights (CENIDH) presented a report on the 

desecration of the Catholic Church perpetrated by the Ortega Murillo regime during 2019 

and 2020. Events were described chronologically (2019, 2020) and were monitored and 

documented byCENIDH  .2 

 

The number of cases compiled in this document reflects an approximation of the 

aggressions that have been published by  independent media, complaints on official 

pages of parish social networks, church press releases and press releases, among others. 

However, the figures provided may be distant from the real ones. The tendency is for it 

 

 
1IACHR Updates Registry of FatalIties in the Context of the Human Rights Crisis That Began in April 2018 in Nicaragua, See: 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, OAS,  
 https://www.oas.org/pt/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/302.asp  November 15 Feb 2021 
2 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, in:  
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf 

https://www.oas.org/pt/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/302.asp
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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to be an exponentially larger digit due to the scarcity of them. We find  that the priests 

tired of the robberies and profanity decided to denounce only the last of them. Others 

have chosen to remain silent as they do not believe in Nicaragua's judicial system. 

 

The number of cases documented are about 190. The years analyzed in the 

corresponding systematization put the period covered between the year 2018 to the 

month of May of  2022 (See graphic No. 1). In the year 2018 the aggressions carried out 

show a percentage of 46.254%; followed by the year 2019 with 48.25%, being that the 

year with the highest number of aggressions registered. The year 2020 with 40.21%, year 

2021 with 35.19% and until May 2022 with 21.11%%. 

 

 

HOSTILITIES AGSINST THE CATHOLIC CHURCH BY YEAR 

 

 
 

 

 

Graphic No. 1: Proprietary analysis based on data available 
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The systematized compilation of the aggressions against the Catholic Church were 

categorized as follows:  

 

1. Paints on walls and Anonymous messages in Catholic temples 

2. Aggressions, threats and exile against Catholic priests, bishops and laity 

3. Obstacles to Non-Profit organizations (NPOs) of the Catholic Church 

4. Aggressive oral messages against priests and religious (President Daniel Ortega 

and Vice president Rosario Murillo). 

5. Temple desecrations 

6. Thefts 

7. Other 

Graphic  2 shows the number of cases according tothe type of hostility committed. The 

data shows that attacks on priests, bishops, religious, seminarians, laity and exiles 

represent 37% of hostilities towards the Catholic Church.   

TYPE OF HOSTILITIES 

 

Graphic No. 2  Proprietary analysis based on data available 
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The second position corresponds to the desecrations to the temples that is projected at 

19%. The crime of desecration is provided for in the Code of Canon Law, according 

towhich "whoever desecratesa sacred, movableor immovable thing must be 

punishedwith a just penalty" (c. 1376). Sacred cosas  is understood as things dedicated 

to divine worship that have been canonically dedicated or consecrated. 

 

In third place is 17% Other cases of hostility, among which stand out: Sieges,destruction, 

burning, prohibitions, blockades of basic services, invasions  of private property, etc.  The 

fourth place corresponds to the messages of hatred emanated by President Daniel 

Ortega and his wife, Vice President Rosario Murillo against priests and bishops and 

according to the data reaches 9% of hostilities. 

 

The fifth place are robberies by 9%. Sixth place with 6% the graffiti and messages of 

harassment, hatred and defamation on the walls of Catholic temples and buildings, and 

finally the seventh place corresponds to 3% referring to the closures of the NPOs and 

impediments against the social and humanitarian function of the church. 

 

Graphic  No. 3 highlights that the hostilities have been focuseds and destined mainly 

against the Catholic temples in a 49%. The second most affected  group has been priests 

and bishops with 40% and other hostilities have obtained 11%. 
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AGGRESSIONS TO PRIESTS/BISHOPS; TEMPLES; OTHER 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic No.  3  Proprietary analysis based on data available 

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent, 

bipartisan commission of the U.S. federal government that monitors the universal right 

to freedom of religion or worship abroad, said in its 2021 Annual Report that: "Attacks 

on Catholic churches were common throughout the country in 2020. In addition to the 

arson attack on Managua's cathedral, regime supporters threatened, vandalized, 

besieged, and desecrated churches throughout the country. Unlike previous years, the 

attacks appear to have been committed by citizens who support President Ortega and 

not by law enforcement or military groups. No one - neither citizens nor law enforcement 

40%

49%

11%
Sacerdotes y
Obispos
Templos
católicos
Otros
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3 See report in the following link: 
 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021 -05/Nicaragua%202021_SWL_Spanish.pdf 

nor members of paramilitary groups - has been held accountable for crimes committed 

against Catholic women or their representatives or parishioners since April 2018έΦ3 

 

The document is divided into three moments: 

1. It presents a general r eflection of the facts 

2. Description of the systematized record  

3. Chronological table of hostilities 

 

https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/Nicaragua%202021_SWL_Spanish.pdf
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II. Systematized record of desecrations, 
sacrileges, attacks, robberies, threats, 
hate speech, exiles of priests as a result of 
government persecution 

1. Mobs guarded by riot police enter Managua Cathedral 
 

 

2. Power cut in  Managua Cathedral by orders from above 
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4 άMotorized breaks into Managua Cathedral before celebration of Mass", Rondon, Maria Ximena, ACIPRENSA, April 30, 
2018, in: https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/motorizado-irrumpe-en-catedral-de-managua-antes-de-celebracion-de-la-
misa-video-17270 

3. Mortars fried at young people who were protesting in the church 

atrium 

 

4. Man enters on his motorcyle to the main altar of Managua Cathedral 

 The rector of the Cathedral of Managua, Fr. 

Luis Herrera, said that the motorist 

"entered violently and shouting to the 

stands of the altar shouting 'who was the 

one who wanted peace' to which the 

people who were waiting forthe Mass 

replied: 'we all want peace'".  The priest 

commented that this irruption of the 

stranger caused him "a scare because with 

so much that has been seen it is not known 

if a person, who I know, under the impulses 

of drugs and alcohol and under the 

fanatical impulses can attempt against the 

ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎέΦ4 

https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/motorizado-irrumpe-en-catedral-de-managua-antes-de-celebracion-de-la-misa-video-17270
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/motorizado-irrumpe-en-catedral-de-managua-antes-de-celebracion-de-la-misa-video-17270
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5 Church priest Santiago de Jinotepe denounces death threats, Narváez, Tania, May 3, 2018, El Nuevo Diario, in:  
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/sucesos/462940-sacerdote-iglesia-santiago-jinotepe-denuncia-amena/   
6Catholic Church of Matagaloa denounces smear campaign, June 10, 2018, El Nuevo Diario, in: 
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466774-iglesia-catolica-matagalpa-denuncia-desprestigio/  

5. Death threat against Priest Juan de Dios Garcia 

Father Juan de Dios García, representative of the Santiago Church, in the city of Jinotepe, 

Carazo, denounced to the media that he is the victim of death threats and a wave of 

moral discredit. According to the parish priest, the threats against him began after he 

opened the doors of the church to young university students when they were attacked 

during protests over Social Security reforms in April.5 

6. Sandinista mob beats priest Jose Ramon Gomez 

 

 

7. Diocese of Matagalpa denounces smear campaign 

"The priests of the Catholic Church who pilgrimage in Matagalpa, reiterate our availability 

for mediation in conflicts, however we have verified a campaign of slander and 

manipulation towards our work, expressed by cataloging ourselves as partial, as if we have 

been assuming a role of opposition politicians ..."6 

 

https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/sucesos/462940-sacerdote-iglesia-santiago-jinotepe-denuncia-amena/
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466774-iglesia-catolica-matagalpa-denuncia-desprestigio/
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7 Hooded men put AK 47 on the head of a matagalpa priest and threatened him with death, Velásquez, Uriel, June 10, 2018, 
El Nuevo Diario, in: https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466838-encapuchados-amenazan-muerte-sacerdote-
matagalpa/  
8 Paramilitaries force to suspend evening masses in Nicaragua's cathedral, June 10, 2018, El Nuevo Diario, in: 
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466804-paramilitares-misa-crisis-nicaragua-protestas/  

8. Hooded put AK 47 on the head of priest Vicente Martínez 

The Diocese of Matagalpa reported that a group of hooded men intercepted a priest, put 

an AK 47 on his head and threatened him with death. "We are going to kill you, because 

your homilies are a poison," the hooded men told Father Vicente Martínez, parish priest of 

Santa Lucia, in Ciudad Darío, Matagalpa.7 

 

9. Motorized throw stones in Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

 

 

Archdiocese of Managua denounces that motorized 

people threw stones in Our Lady of Lourdes Parish: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  Paramilitaries force to suspend 

afternoon masses in Managua Cathedral 

The evening masses in the metropolitan cathedral of Managua, Nicaragua, were suspended 

due to the presence of "paramilitaries", in a crisis that has claimed at least 135 lives, the 

vicar of that temple, Silvio Romero, reported today. "We do not have Mass at 6:00pm, we 

know very well that at that time the paramilitaries are walking," romero said, at the end of 

the homily this Sunday in the cathedral. 8 

 

11. Desecration in St. Michael the Archangel Chapel. 

https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466838-encapuchados-amenazan-muerte-sacerdote-matagalpa/
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466838-encapuchados-amenazan-muerte-sacerdote-matagalpa/
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466804-paramilitares-misa-crisis-nicaragua-protestas/
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9 Temple desecrated in León, González, José Luis, June 11, 2018, El Nuevo Diario, in:  
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466866-iglesia-catolica-protestas-leon/  
10 Armed men try to kidnap a parish priest in Masatepe, June 13, 2018, La Prensa, in: 
https://www.laprensani.com/2018/06/13/departamentales/2434991-sujetos-armados-intentan-secuestrar-a-parroco-en-
masatepe  

Strangers forced the door of the sacristy of the Chapel of San Miguel Arcángel, of the José 

Benito Escobar distribution in León, stole several religious objects and soiled the interior of 

the temple with excrement. "Jesus in the Sacrament was desecrated... they took part of the 

custody and the cup," said Monsignor Vivas.9 

 

12. Hooded men try to kidnap priest Juan Antonio Calero 

"Father Juan Antonio Calero managed to leave the priest's house in time, thus escaping 

from the subjects who were carrying firearms."10 

 

13.  Desecration of St. Gabriel's Chapel 

Archdiocese of Managua reports desecration of San Gabriel Chapel: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/466866-iglesia-catolica-protestas-leon/
https://www.laprensani.com/2018/06/13/departamentales/2434991-sujetos-armados-intentan-secuestrar-a-parroco-en-masatepe
https://www.laprensani.com/2018/06/13/departamentales/2434991-sujetos-armados-intentan-secuestrar-a-parroco-en-masatepe
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11 interview available in: June 23, 2018, El Nuevo Diario, in: https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/467806-
sacerdotes-van-unan-managua-mediar-ataque-armado/  

 

14.  St. Teresa of the Child Jesus Parish desecrated 

The priest Leonel Alfaro reported through a television interview that they desecrated the 

Parish of Santa Teresa del Niño Jesús, located on the old road to León, where they extracted 

the Blessed Sacrament. 11 

 

 

15. Threats against priest and collaborators of the parish of Molaguina 

On June 24, 2018, the authorities of the San Felipe Apóstol-Molaguina Parish, located in the 

Department of Matagalpa, denounced on their Facebook page threats received against the 

parish priest and his work team. 

 

"By this means we inform all the Holy People of God about the receipt of a written note 
(text in the image) that was left near the main altar of our temple, which is directed with a 
threatening character towards the physical integrity of the priest administrator and of all 
the people who work and serve in our temple San Felipe Apóstol-Molaguina. 

https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/467806-sacerdotes-van-unan-managua-mediar-ataque-armado/
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/467806-sacerdotes-van-unan-managua-mediar-ataque-armado/
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16. Robbery in "La Cartuja", Matagalpa 

 "La Cartuja" is a property of the Diocese of 

Matagalpa, nestled in the mountainous area 

surrounding the Matagalpa-Jinotega 

highway, 136 kilometers north of the capital. 

It is used as a retreat and convention center. 

Also, there monthly Bishop Alvarez meets 

with the diocesan clergy. It is a picturesque 

place that favors recollection." 

"On June 26, in the afternoon, "La Cartuja" 

was invaded by hooded men armed with 

machetes and firearms, where they stripped 

the guard of the premises of his regulation 

weapon and looted the religious center, 

taking televisions, power plants, lawn 
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12 άMonsignor Álvarez condemns the desecration carried out by paramilitaries to the Pastoral Center "La Cartuja", Digital 
Religion, June 28, 2018, González, Israel, in: https://www. religiondigital.org/america/Monsenor-Alvarez-Centro-Pastoral-
Cartuja_0_2025697436.html  
13 Nicaragua: more harassment against priests, September 24, 2018, CELAM, in:  
https://www.celam.org/nicaragua-mas-hostigamientos-contra-sacerdotes-2636.html  

mowers and even bedding from the 

bedrooms that the place has."12 

 

 

 

17. Shots fired at Our Lady of Candelaria La Trinidad Parish 

"... after the parish church of La Candelaria de La Trinidad was attacked with bullets on July 

3, the day that the police and armed civilians executed the operation "Plan Limpieza" to 

dismantle the barricade installed in that municipality.13 

 

18. Father Uriel Vallejos, from Sébaco, denounces smear campaign 

Father Uriel Vallejos, administrator of the parish of San Juan Pablo ll in Chagüitillo, 

Matagalpa, denied the publication made by the Facebook page "Viva Sébaco", where he 

reports that there are weapons in that temple. "Catholic Brothers of Chaguitillo and Sébaco, 

a Facebook page called Viva Sébaco publishes that today (this Friday) arrived at our Parish 

of Chaguitillo, 2 brothers workers of MINSA, who were shot and who ran away. In addition, 

they present a photo of a Catholic image with weapons on the shore. We note that this 

image is like a mannequin, and we do not have that type of image, said the statement 

shared by the Diocese of Matagalpa. The statement reiterates that the church does not use 

https://www.religiondigital.org/america/Monsenor-Alvarez-Centro-Pastoral-Cartuja_0_2025697436.html
https://www.religiondigital.org/america/Monsenor-Alvarez-Centro-Pastoral-Cartuja_0_2025697436.html
https://www.celam.org/nicaragua-mas-hostigamientos-contra-sacerdotes-2636.html
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14 Father Uriel Vallejos, from Sébaco, denounces smear campaign, July 7, 2018, 100%News, in: 
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/91404-padre-uriel-vallejos-de-sebaco-denuncia-campana-de/  

firearms "to kill." "The parishioners can figure out where this slander comes from," he adds. 

Although the publication does not point to the authors of that smear campaign, Vallejos 

accuses Mayor Luis Medal and the police authority.14 

 

19. Government mobs steal monsignor Miguel Mantica's cell phone 

 

20. Paramilitaries attack bishops and priests in Nicaragua 

"The Archdiocese of Managua (Nicaragua) denounced that paramilitaries and sympathizers 

of the Government of Daniel Ortega physically and verbally assaulted bishops and priests 

while they were making a pastoral visit in the department of Carazo, south of the capital. 

 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/91404-padre-uriel-vallejos-de-sebaco-denuncia-campana-de/
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15άParamilitaries Attack Nicaraguan Bishops and PriestsέΣ !Ŏƛ tǊŜǎǎΣ Wǳƭȅ фΣ нлмуΣ ƛƴΥ 
 https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/paramilitares-agreden-a-obispos-y-sacerdotes-de-nicaragua-66115  
16 Mobs and paramilitaries break into Santiago Parish in Jinotepe, July 9, 2018, 100% News, in: 
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/91440-turbas-y-paramilitares-irrumpen-parroquia-santiago/  

"The cowardly act of attacking bishops, the nuncio and priests by people related to the 

government and paramilitaries is condemnable and repudiable," the Archdiocese of 

Managua said in a statement issued on July 9. The attack occurred around noon in the Minor 

Basilica of San Sebastian in the city of Diriamba. Among those affected are the Archbishop 

of Managua, Cardinal Leopoldo José Brenes; the Auxiliary Bishop of Managua, Msgr. Silvio 

José Báez; and the Apostolic Nuncio, Msgr. Waldemar Somertag".15 

21.  Santiago Apóstol Parish Sacked 

Through Facebook, the Parish made a public 

complaint where they stated that "people, 

paramilitaries accompanied by police forces, have 

entered our Parish, have desecrated our temple by 

removing and destroying benches, tables, medicines 

and have physically and verbally assaulted our Vicar 

Fr. Elisha and Fr. Hadder who are in our Temple. We 

denounce and condemn these acts of desecration, 

aggression and siege against our Priests and our 

Temple."16 

 

22. Paramilitaries attack priest Jalder Hernández 

On the other hand, the priest Jalder Hernández said, "I want to make public denunciation 

of what has happened in the parish of Santiago Jinotepe, where paramilitary forces have 

desecrated the temple for us. Father Eliseo Hernández and I were treated as murderers, 

criminals, they have beaten us. Our mobile teams have been taken from us, the boys who 

accompany us have been injured. We have put up no resistance other than to protect 

https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/paramilitares-agreden-a-obispos-y-sacerdotes-de-nicaragua-66115
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/91440-turbas-y-paramilitares-irrumpen-parroquia-santiago/
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17 Ditto  
18 Ditto  
19 See in: https://www.facebook.com/DiocGranada/posts/2073322149549781/ 

ourselves from God's mercy. Thank God, all this has already happened. We ask for your 

prayers in these challenging times."17 

 

23. Paramilitaries attack priest Eliseo Hernández   

The Archdiocese of Managua denounced the beatings of the priests on its social networks: 
18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24.They throw mortar and enter La Merced parish 

The Diocese of Granada in its social networks denounced that: 

"Msgr. Juan Moreira, parish priest of the Church of La Merced, in 

the city of Granada, informed us that at the time of the 

celebration of the Mass (4:15pm), a mortar was intentionally 

thrown from the street, when a pro-government demonstration 

was passing by impacting one of the columns of the temple. We 

denounce and condemn this regrettable fact and ask for the 

cessation of all kinds of siege against our temples."19 

 

25. Attack on the Jesus of Divine Mercy Parish 

On July 13 and 14, 2018, the Jesus of Divine Mercy Parish gave shelter to more than 100 

young students and 3 journalists from international media, who were attacked by police 

https://www.facebook.com/DiocGranada/posts/2073322149549781/
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20 Chronicle of a Day Under Fire: Attack on the Divine Mercy Church, July 2020, Nicaragua Investigates, Houston CastilloIn: 
https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/reportajes/11365-cronica-de-un-dia-bajo-fuego-ataque-a-la-iglesia-divina-misericordia/ 

and paramilitaries, were trapped in the parish under fire for 12 hours, the church building 

was shot, the image of Mercy and the tabernacle also suffered obvious damage. 

"At four o'clock in the morning the next day, after 16 hours of attack, the violence 

intensified. It was then that Geral Vásquez and Francisco Flores, the two fatalities of this 

bloody day, died. 

 

"I found him dying, practically with a shot in the head, it was very hard, difficult, I tried to 

help him spiritually, but within a few minutes he died," says Father Zamora, after assuring 

that Geral's look of fear and anguish has never left his mind since then. 

"Most of the kids were resigned to the worst, which was death, you were going to see some 

of us saying goodbye in the early morning, telling us it was a pleasure to have been here 

with you," says Jonathan López.20 

 

https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/reportajes/11365-cronica-de-un-dia-bajo-fuego-ataque-a-la-iglesia-divina-misericordia/
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21 άOrtega mobs attack vehicle of the Bishop of Estelí, Juan Abelardo Mata", Radio Corporación, July 15, 2018, in: https://radio -
corporacion.com/blog/archivos/28034/abelardo-mata/  
22 Priest of Catarina suffers aggression, Ramos, Leslie, July 15, 2018, El Nuevo Diario, in:  
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/469687-sacerdote-catarina-sufre-agresion/  

26. Desecration and theft in San Antonio Chapel  

 

27. Paramilitaries attack vehicle of the Bishop of Estelí, Juan Abelardo Mata 

Paramilitaries or Ortega mobs attacked on Sunday afternoon the 

vehicle in which Monsignor Abelardo Mata, bishop of the diocese 

of Estelí, was traveling. He is unharmed and sheltered in a house 

in Nindirí, Masaya, with his driver, but the area remains under 

siege. The armed attack left Monsignor Mata's vehicle with flat 

tires and broken glass.21 

28. Paramilitaries beat priest Jairo Velásquez 

Jairo Velásquez, priest of Catarina, suffered an assault by parapolice in the Santa Catalina 

Church... Armed men entered the parish priest's house, which is under the administration 

of Father Jairo Velásquez, in Catarina, by surprise and violently and beat him. 22 

 

 

 

 

https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/28034/abelardo-mata/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/28034/abelardo-mata/
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/469687-sacerdote-catarina-sufre-agresion/
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23 SCatarina's priest suffers aggression, Ramos, Leslie, July 15, 2018, El Nuevo Diario, in: 
 https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/469687-sacerdote-catarina-sufre-agresion/  
24Cura is an accomplice of terrorists who murdered NCO , July 16, 2018, El 19 Digital, in: 
 https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:79096 -cura-es-complice-de-terroristas-que-asesinaron-a-sub-oficial  
25 Hooded men burn Caritas facilities in Sébaco, July 16, 2018, 100%News, in: https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/91601-
encapuchados-queman-instalaciones-de-caritas-en-se/?mobile  

29. Robbery in the priest's house of Parish Santa Catalina 

"... the armed subjects, in addition to attacking the religious, destroyed the internal part of 

the priest's house and stole the priest's belongings... they took his tablet and a server from 

his computer."23 

 

30. Dictatorship points to the priest Harving Padilla as an accomplice in the 

murder of A Non-Commissioned Officer 

"The priest Harvin Padilla, of the San Juan Bautista Parish in Masaya was the one who 

directed the terrorists who vilely murdered the Sub Officer Gabriel de Jesús Vado Ruíz. His 

complicity was evident in the communication he maintained with the criminals."24 

 

31. Hooded men burn Caritas facilities in Sébaco 

The facilities of Caritas de Sébaco, in Matagalpa 

were burned last night, Sunday, July 15, 

allegedly by hooded men who were traveling 

on a motorcycle. According to residents of the 

La Hieliera neighborhood, the fire started at 

about 11:00 pm, and they blame two motorists 

for the fact, who allegedly fired a burst of 

gunfire and later the incident began. The building was completely burned. Caritas is a 

humanitarian organization that belongs to the Catholic Church, and is dedicated to helping 

the poor, providing food, basic health services and spiritual education.25 

 

32. Desecration of the Chapel of Our Lady of Mercy 

Diocese of Matagalpa denounces theft and desecration in Our Lady of Mercy Chapel. 

https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/469687-sacerdote-catarina-sufre-agresion/
https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:79096-cura-es-complice-de-terroristas-que-asesinaron-a-sub-oficial
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/91601-encapuchados-queman-instalaciones-de-caritas-en-se/?mobile
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/91601-encapuchados-queman-instalaciones-de-caritas-en-se/?mobile
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26 Ortega accuses the Catholic Church of "coup plotter" and calls for "self-defense", July 20, 2018, La Vanguardia in: 
https://www.lavanguardia.com/internacional/20180720/45973509868/ortega-acusa-iglesia-catolica-golpista-
autodefensa.html  
27 Unknown persons desecrate chapel in Nicaragua and steal consecrated hosts, July 24, 2018, ACI Prensa, in: 
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/desconocidos-profanan-capilla-en-nicaragua-y-se-roban-hostias-consagradas-52660  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

33.  President Daniel Ortega accuses the Catholic Church of "coup plotter" 

The president urges the bishops to "rectify and not be raising these satanic, coup and 

murderous sects." These "forces," he said, have the "complicity" of the Nicaraguan bishops, 

who function as mediators and witnesses of a national dialogue. According to Ortega, the 

bishops exposed their "coup" intentions when they presented him with a proposal to 

overcome the crisis, which included bringing forward the general elections to March 2019, 

and restructuring the state.26 

 

34. Desecration of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Chapel 

"... On Saturday, the diocese denounced that a group of strangers desecrated on July 20 

"the chapel of Our Lady of Mount Carmel belonging to the sangre de Cristo parish." "They 

desecrated the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar that was sheltered in the chapel," he said on 

his Facebook account.27 

 

35. Sacred Heart Chapel Desecrated 

https://www.lavanguardia.com/internacional/20180720/45973509868/ortega-acusa-iglesia-catolica-golpista-autodefensa.html
https://www.lavanguardia.com/internacional/20180720/45973509868/ortega-acusa-iglesia-catolica-golpista-autodefensa.html
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/desconocidos-profanan-capilla-en-nicaragua-y-se-roban-hostias-consagradas-52660
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28 Strangers desecrate chapel in Nicaragua and steal consecrated hosts , July 24, 2018, ACI Prensa, in: 
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/desconocidos-profanan-capilla-en-nicaragua-y-se-roban-hostias-consagradas-52660  
29 άAttacks on the Catholic Church do not stop", Mora, Roberto, July 31, 2018, Radio ABC StereoIn:  
http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/14480_ataques-contra-la-iglesia-catolica-no-paran  
30 άSiege against Catholic temple of Estelí", Rye, Yessenia, July 30, 2018, In: 
http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/14475_asedio-contra-templo-catolico-de-esteli  

"I am being informed that for the second time in our Diocese of Jinotega subjects 

desecrated the Sacred Heart chapel of the parish of San Marcos Evangelista. On this 

occasion they only took the Tabernacle, and in its Jesus in the Sacrament. May God take 

pity on their souls," the Prelate denounced on July 23 on his Twitter account.28 

 

36. Graffiti and threats against El Calvario Parish. 

"... On Monday, graffiti appeared on the perimeter 

wall of the parish of La Cruz del Calvario in the city 

of Estelí, where it says: "out with coup plotters, 

lead." 29 

 

 

 

 

37. Paintings on the wall of San 

Francisco de Asís Estelí Parish  

"Out with the Coup Plotter" reads one of the 

many phrases that were painted early Friday 

morning on the walls of the parish of San 

Francisco de Asís, located in the third district 

of the city of Estelí, also known as Ermita El 

Rosario. The letters spray-painted white 

allude to the socio-political crisis that the 

country is going through and the attack of which the Catholic Church has been victimized 

by Sandinista sympathizers and ruling authorities.30 

 

 

https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/desconocidos-profanan-capilla-en-nicaragua-y-se-roban-hostias-consagradas-52660
http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/14480_ataques-contra-la-iglesia-catolica-no-paran
http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/14475_asedio-contra-templo-catolico-de-esteli
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31 Father Cesar Augusto goes into exile due to death threats and imprisonment, Torrez, Cinthya, August 23, 2018, La Prensa, 
in: https://www.laprensani.com/2018/08/23/nacionales/2462941-se-exilia-padre-cesar-augusto-gutierrez-de-monimbo-
por-amenazas-de-muerte-y-carcel  

38. Apompua Chapel Desecration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

39. Priest Cesar Augusto Gutiérrez goes into exile 

Father Cesar Augusto Gutiérrez de Monimbó is exiled due to death threats and 

imprisonment. The father was responsible for the Church of San Sebastián in Monimbó.31 

 

https://www.laprensani.com/2018/08/23/nacionales/2462941-se-exilia-padre-cesar-augusto-gutierrez-de-monimbo-por-amenazas-de-muerte-y-carcel
https://www.laprensani.com/2018/08/23/nacionales/2462941-se-exilia-padre-cesar-augusto-gutierrez-de-monimbo-por-amenazas-de-muerte-y-carcel
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40. Eden Pastora "Bullets also pierce 

cassocks" 

 

Commander Eden Pastora Gomez (Qepd). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41. Orteguistas verbally attack Bishop 

Rolando José Álvarez 
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32 άOrteguistas fill the walls of the Cathedral of Managua with messages of hatredέΣ 100% News, 8 September 2018, 
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/92880-orteguistas-mensajes-odio-catedral-managua/  

42.Paintings on the walls of the cathedral of Managua 

"In other rapist countries, here coup plotters", "murderous 

priests", "not even the UN believes them", you can read on 

the walls, an act carried out by Ortega sympathizers, 

because they sign the graffiti with "FSLN" or "JS19". The 

messages are written during the marches that the 

Government maintains and that covers from the 

Metrocentro Roundabout to the Loma de Tiscapa. "There 

are always people who have that bad education of writing on the walls, but well we are not 

going to fight for that, we are not going to fight with anyone simply sent to paint," the rector 

of the Cathedral, priest Luis Herrera, told an independent media.32 

 

43. Group sympathetic to the government burst into the temple shouting 

at the time of mass 
 

 

Bishop Jorge Solorzano stands in solidarity 

through social networks with the priest Juan 

Moreira for desecration of the temple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/92880-orteguistas-mensajes-odio-catedral-managua/
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33 άParish priest assaulted in Nicaragua while Mass is celebrated", Archdiocese of Monterrey, 2018, in: 
https://www.arquidiocesismty.org/arquimty/agreden-a-parroco-en-nicaragua-mientras-se-celebra-misa/  
34 Nicaragua: more harassment against priests, September 24, 2018, CELAM, in: https://www.celam.org/nicaragua-mas-
hostigamientos-contra-sacerdotes-2636.html  

44. Police Commissioner Ramón Avellán beats priest Edwin Román. 

"While a mass was being held in the church, the priest Edwin Román of the San Miguel de 
Masaya church, was verbally and physically assaulted by the deputy director of the National 
Police, Ramón Avellán, who along with other police and Sandinista sympathizers stood in 
front of the church with a loudspeaker at the time of a mass The priest related that he 
personally went out to tell the director of the National Police in that department,  please 
turn down the volume to the loudspeaker that played music in favor of the ruling party, 
because they interrupted the religious service. 

From 2 p.m., in front of the Church of San 
Miguel de Masaya, a group of riot police 
led by Commissioner Avellán, took over 
the park that is in front of the temple. "I 
approached to have the volume lowered, 
and then right there I was attacked by Mr. 
Avellán, who pushed me and 
immediately, a pack began to insult me 
with words that I can not publish ... I want 
to make this complaint to the Nicaraguan 

people and to the international community, but not because I am afraid," he told 
reporters.33 

 

45. Armed groups shoot at priest Stedman Muller's van 

Priest's van shot in Jalapa: The priest Stedman Muller, parish priest of the Immaculate 

Conception Temple in the municipality of Jalapa, department of Nueva Segovia, suffered 

the attack of armed groups that signaled him to stop and because he ignored it, they fired 

shots at the truck he was driving on September 9.34 

 

https://www.arquidiocesismty.org/arquimty/agreden-a-parroco-en-nicaragua-mientras-se-celebra-misa/
https://www.celam.org/nicaragua-mas-hostigamientos-contra-sacerdotes-2636.html
https://www.celam.org/nicaragua-mas-hostigamientos-contra-sacerdotes-2636.html
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35άSandinistas return to scratch walls of the Cathedral of Managua", 100% News, September 21, 2018, in: 
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/93178-sandinistas-pintas-catedral-managua-/   

46. New Pints on walls of the cathedral of Managua 

"Again the Sandinista sympathizers scratched 

the walls of the Cathedral of Managua, after the 

political commentator, Jaime Arellano came to 

erase them a week ago. The messages rose in 

tone this time, the Sandinistas wrote phrases 

such as: "The only church that shines is the one 

that burns", "rapists", "murderous cassocks", 

"they are winning their ticket to the Chipote", 

among others".35 

 

47. Campaign of intimidation, repression, discredit and harassment against 

Bishop Silvio José Báez. 

Monsignor Silvio José Báez, 

auxiliary bishop of the 

Archdiocese of Managua 

denounced through his social 

networks a campaign of 

intimidation, repression, 

discredit and harassment 

against him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/93178-sandinistas-pintas-catedral-managua-/
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36 "I felt something fall on my back, like boiling water... I looked I was the woman", Arcia, Lester, June 29, 2019, El Nuevo 
Diario, in: https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/495266-rusa-acido-catedral-mario-guevara-managua/  

48. Priest Mario Guevara burned with sulfuric acid in Managua Cathedral 
 

 

A Russian woman named Ellis Leonidovna Gonn, 24, 

burned 59-year-old priest Mario Guevara with sulfuric 

acid while he was confessing.  

The Russian was sentenced to 8 years in prison but 

months later she was released. "There I started 

screaming, because that was something terrifying, it 

impacted me so much. When I look back to see who 

had done that, look it was the woman I had confessed 

to, I just thought at the time that because now that 

was happening. I saw that she was static, with a plastic 

bottle in her hands, and she was left without saying 

anything; I fell at that moment, and they grabbed me 

between two people, some women surrounded me 

and took me to the sacristy to take off my clothes and 

pour ice water on me."36 

 

 

 

Ellis Leonidovna Gonn 

https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/495266-rusa-acido-catedral-mario-guevara-managua/
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37 December 26, 2018, Article 66, video on digital platform at: https://fb.watch/bJ24Bo6YDG/  

49. Desecration of St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish 

 

"Ortega mobs desecrate and take over the temple of 

Catarina after the Church's decision to celebrate in 

solemnity the festivities of Santa Catalina and San Silvestre. 

They denounce that Ortega's supporters wanted to forcibly 

remove the saints from the parish."37 

 

 

 

 

 

50. For the third time priest expels Sandinista merchants who besiege the 

temple and the parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fb.watch/bJ24Bo6YDG/
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38 See an interview on Channel 10 television, January 23, 2019, in: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbs9Q3CmX14  

51. He disguises himself as a journalist for Radio Corporación to besiege 

parishioners 

 
 

52. Several priests have "loosened" the screws of their vehicles 

Priest José Luis Montoya told Canal 10 that several priests have had their vehicle tires 

loosened.38 

 

53. Police discuss and assault Father Edwin Román 

Agents of the National Police assaulted and offended Father Edwin Román, as reported by 

the Archdiocese of Managua:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbs9Q3CmX14
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39 "They spy and harass the priest of Masaya, Edwin Román" Tórrez Cinthya, La Prensa, February 15, 2019, in: 
https://www.laprensani.com/2019/02/15/nacionales/2524401-espian-y-acosan-al-sacerdote-de-masaya-edwin-roman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

54. Priest Edwin Román denounces that he is spied on and harassed 

"I have nothing to hide, keep watching me because I have nothing to hide."39 

 

 

55. National Police officers vulgarly offend Father Edwin Román and 

threaten him with death. 

https://www.laprensani.com/2019/02/15/nacionales/2524401-espian-y-acosan-al-sacerdote-de-masaya-edwin-roman
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Father Edwin Román denounced on his 

social networks the death threats he 

received from officers of the National Police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

56. Priest Juan Domingo Gutierrez is taken to prison. 

Nicaraguan police and riot police captured 164 people who 

were participating in a march planned for two o'clock Saturday 

afternoon in Managua. Among those arrested were journalist 

Sofía Montenegro and Father Juan Domingo Gutiérrez Álvarez, 

cousin of the Bishop of Matagalpa, Msgr. Rolando Álvarez. The 

priest is Parochial Vicar of the Parish of San Agustín, in the 

central pastoral area of Managua, the Blue and White National 

Unity reported that, among those detained, were also the 

former Nicaraguan Minister of Education Humberto Belli and 

the journalist Marlen Chow. 

 

Among the demonstrators, there were elderly people, young people, and minors, all 

wanted to express their dissatisfaction with the situation in the country. After eight hours 

in detention, and thanks to the action of the Apostolic Nuncio, Bishop Waldemar 
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40άChurch of Nicaragua condemns and deplores violence against demonstrationsέΣ Ynestroza, Patricia Vatican News, March 
19, 2019, in: https:/ /www.vaticannews.va/es/iglesia/news/2019-03/nicaragua-iglesia-condena-represion-contra-
manifestacion.html  
41"There was a plan to assassinate me," denounces Nicaraguan Bishop Silvio Báez when he was forced to leave the country, 
Miranda Aburto, Wilfredo, Univision, April 10, 2019, in: https://www.univision.com/noticias/america-latina/habia-un-plan-
para-asesinarme-denuncia-el-obispo-nicaraguense-silvio-baez-al-verse-obligado-a-salir-del-pais  

Sommertag, they were released one by one. Father Gutierrez, upon his release, was 

transferred to the priest's house by the Apostolic Nuncio Msgr. Waldemar Sommertag.40 

 

57. Bishop Silvio Baez denounces that there was a plan to assassinate him 

Monsignor Silvio Baez, number two of the Catholic Church in Nicaragua and one of the 

bishops most loved by believers and non-believers, reported Wednesday that Pope Francis 

ordered him to be transferred to Rome "for an indeterminate time," and immediately 

denounced that there was "a plan to assassinate him," since he was indicated as "part of 

the anti-government movement." The announcement of the auxiliary bishop of Managua 

caused shock at the religious and political level since he was the first Catholic hierarch to 

raise his voice to denounce the police and paramilitary repression exercised by the 

government of Daniel Ortega. 

 

"I have not asked to leave; I have been called by the Holy Father. This decision for me to 

leave Nicaragua is a responsibility of the Holy Father," Baez said at a press conference called 

unexpectedly by the Archdiocese of Managua. The Catholic hierarch then confirmed that 

"there was a plan to assassinate me," something that had already been revealed by the 

former US ambassador in Managua, Laura Dogu. "The U.S. Embassy communicated this to 

me at a level of high certainty of American security. I communicated it to Cardinal Leopoldo 

Brenes and the Episcopal Conference," the bishop said. The diplomat gave an interview to 

the American newspaper Indiana Gazette to talk about her experience in Managua and 

revealed that she and Bishop Baez were "the object of an assassination plan."41 

 

58. They make graffiti in Chapel San Alfonso María de Ligorio 

"The Parish of San Alfonso María de Ligorio and several houses in the La Primavera 

neighborhood, in Managua, woke up this Sunday with red and black graffiti. It is unknown 

https://www.vaticannews.va/es/iglesia/news/2019-03/nicaragua-iglesia-condena-represion-contra-manifestacion.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/es/iglesia/news/2019-03/nicaragua-iglesia-condena-represion-contra-manifestacion.html
https://www.univision.com/noticias/america-latina/habia-un-plan-para-asesinarme-denuncia-el-obispo-nicaraguense-silvio-baez-al-verse-obligado-a-salir-del-pais
https://www.univision.com/noticias/america-latina/habia-un-plan-para-asesinarme-denuncia-el-obispo-nicaraguense-silvio-baez-al-verse-obligado-a-salir-del-pais
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42 "They put threatening graffiti in Parish and houses in La Primavera", Tijerino, Juan, April 15, 2019, El Nuevo Diario, in: 
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/490085-managua-amenazas-crisis-nicaragua-iglesia/  
43 Monsignor Silvio Báez celebrates one year of forced exile, April 23, 2020, Radio Corporación, in: https://radio -
corporacion.com/blog/archivos/56974/monsenor-baez-3/  
44 Cardinal Brenes pronounces on police siege in Managua Cathedral, May 13, 2019, Radio Corporación, in:  https://radio -
corporacion.com/blog/archivos/40999/cardenal-brenes-se-pronuncia-asedio-policial-catedral-managua/  
45 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 7, in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/ documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  

who would be responsible, but the owners of the affected properties are suspicious of 

supporters of the ruling party."42 

 

59. Bishop Silvio José Báez goes into exile 

On April 23, 2019, the auxiliary bishop of Managua, Monsignor Silvio Báez, was forced to 

leave Nicaragua. The religious was that uncomfortable voice within the church towards the 

regime of Daniel Ortega. Inspired by the Gospel and the Social Doctrine of the Church, the 

bishop did not tremble his voice denouncing the violations of human rights committed by 

Ortega.43 

 

60. Police Siege Cathedral of Managua 

The Archbishop of Managua, Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes questioned the police siege around 

Managua Cathedral this weekend. "Sadly we give a bad image. Yesterday I received several 

emails from outside that told me: how sad that the cathedral is practically surrounded, "said 

Brenes.44 

 

61. Aggression and repression against parishioners of Parish Molaguina 

"... the police beat several citizens at the entrance of the Molagüina church, as they 

prayed kneeling carrying a banner demanding justice for the murder of political 

prisoner Eddy Montes Praslin."45 

https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/490085-managua-amenazas-crisis-nicaragua-iglesia/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/56974/monsenor-baez-3/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/56974/monsenor-baez-3/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/40999/cardenal-brenes-se-pronuncia-asedio-policial-catedral-managua/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/40999/cardenal-brenes-se-pronuncia-asedio-policial-catedral-managua/
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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46 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 8in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  
47 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 9in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

62. Agents of the National Police prevent the entrance to the Cathedral of 

Managua throughout the day 

"As publicly denounced by the priest José Luis Herrera, rector of the Cathedral of Managua, 

who told the Police to prevent the entrance to the temple throughout the day, by 

obstructing all accesses to communicate to the parishioners that all masses were 

suspended."46 

 

63. Police attack the premises of Managua Cathedral 

"The police attacked the premises of the Cathedral of Managua with stun bombs and 

stones, to a protest of citizens who attended a Mass of thanksgiving for the release of 

political prisoners. Prior to the activity, the area was surrounded by hundreds of police and 

FSLN shock forces who beat a citizen."47 

 

 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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48 Orteguistas make pints in the church Los Angeles, in Jinotega, Martínez, Luis, June 21, 2019, La Prensa, in: 
https://www.laprensani.com/2019/06/21/departamentales/2562404-orteguistas-realizan-pintas-en-la-iglesia-los-angeles-
en-jinotega  
49 Bishop denounces death threats, Miranda, Marvin, June 25, 2019, Punto Noticioso, in: 
https://puntonoticioso.com/obispo-denuncia-amenazas-de-muerte/  
50 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 9, in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  

64. Pints in Parish Los Ángeles 

 

The bishop of the Diocese of Jinotega, 

Monsignor Carlos Enrique Herrera, 

assured that they are provocations of 

people who "do not agree with the 

church, those people who are not 

believers."48 

 

 

 

 

65. Bishop Abelardo Mata denounces death threats against priests. 

Death threats against Catholic priests have increased, as well as the presence of 

paramilitaries inside the temples in Las Segovias, warned the bishop of the Diocese of 

Estelí, Monsignor Juan Abelardo Mata Guevara.49 

 

66. Police besiege Matagalpa Cathedral 

"The police kept a tight watch around the Matagalpine cathedral from where a procession 

would come out."50 

 

67. Father Edwin Román denounces that Farle Roa Traña, commissioner of 

the National Police, infiltrates in confession to tell him that "he had 

weapons" 

https://www.laprensani.com/2019/06/21/departamentales/2562404-orteguistas-realizan-pintas-en-la-iglesia-los-angeles-en-jinotega
https://www.laprensani.com/2019/06/21/departamentales/2562404-orteguistas-realizan-pintas-en-la-iglesia-los-angeles-en-jinotega
https://puntonoticioso.com/obispo-denuncia-amenazas-de-muerte/
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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51 "Father Edwin Roman points to the commissioner Ask Roa Traña of infiltrator  to confess to him "that had weapons.", 
Miranda, Noel, Article 66, June 29, 2019, in: https://www.articulo66.com/2019/06/29/padre -edwin-roman-senala-al-
comisionado-farle-roa-trana-infiltrarse-confesarle-tenia-armas/  
52 Ditto  

"At the end of June 2018, while I was outside the church, a yaris car, gray, with a lion's 

license plate, arrived at six in the morning, the 

person who was driving, lowered the window and 

told me that he needed to confess, I told him that 

the church was closed, but that I could confess it 

inside the car (...),  in the alleged confession, the 

subject told me crying, that he was moving 

weapons to the universities of Managua, he 

asked me what I said"; "When I was getting out 

of the vehicle, I looked at a red flag and  

Black, the only thing I told him was, to do what 

his conscience told him, apparently, he wanted to get involved or look for how to accuse 

me" 51 Father Edwin Roman said. 

"After two days, I went to "El Chipote" 

with Don Álvaro Leiva (human rights 

defender) to arrange for the release of 

some prisoners, I saw the man who two 

days ago had come to confession, he was a 

police officer, he was in his uniform, he 

became nervous when I saw him. So much 

was the nerve that it even bit his cell 

phone, I greeted him and said: you were 

the one who came to confession, I wait for 

you another day in church."52 

 

68. Priest Edwin Román: "A woman came to confession and asked me where 

I could get bombs." 

Lee Roa Traña 

https://www.articulo66.com/2019/06/29/padre-edwin-roman-senala-al-comisionado-farle-roa-trana-infiltrarse-confesarle-tenia-armas/
https://www.articulo66.com/2019/06/29/padre-edwin-roman-senala-al-comisionado-farle-roa-trana-infiltrarse-confesarle-tenia-armas/
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53 Parish priest of Masaya removes woman who asks for bombs and after a while Sandinista police are located in front of 
Church, July 1, 2019, El Heraldo Net, in: https://heraldonet.com/nicaragua/parroco-de-masaya-retira-a-mujer-que-le-pide-
bombas-y-al-rato-policias-sandinistas-se-ubican-frente-a-iglesia/#.YqJidcVKi1s  
54 Diocese of Matagalpa denounces disrespect of Sandinistas to Cathedral, July 5, 2019, Confidencial, in:  
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/reporte-ciudadano/diocesis-de-matagalpa-denuncia-irrespeto-de-sandinistas-a-catedral/  
55 Orteguismo accuses Bishop Juan Abelardo Mata of "insults and slander", July 12, 2019, Radio Corporación, in: https://radio -
corporacion.com/blog/archivos/43780/orteguismo-acusa-obispo-mata/  

Another of the priests who is heavily besieged, threatened with death and defamed in 

different ways is Father Edwin Román, of the church of San Miguel Arcángel, in Masaya, 

who affirms that the siege against them, the priests and society does not go down. The 

most recent thing he experienced was last Thursday: "A woman came to confess and asked 

me where I could get bombs. ' Because he tells me this,' I tell him. No, he tells me, I have 

Gerber glasses. I am not in it or know who does them or I'm promoting them or throwing 

them away," he says. He had to remove the woman from the church, however, ten minutes 

later two patrol cars were in front of the church.53 

 

69. Paramilitaries invade cathedral with flags and shouting partisan and 

anti-church slogans. 

"Supporters of the government, with party flags, stood in the atrium and entered to the last 

pews of the temple shouting slogans for the Government and against the (Catholic) 

Church," said that diocese presided over by Bishop Rolando Álvarez.54 

70. Orteguismo accuses Bishop Juan Abelardo Mata of "insults and slander" 

A government employee filed a complaint against the bishop of Estelí, Monsignor Abelardo 

Mata. The alleged victim's argument is that the religious allegedly accused him of being a 

paramilitary who killed his own son. 

The complaint for alleged libel and slander was filed by Reinaldo Obregón Rodríguez, who 

is a security guard for the National Aqueduct and Sewerage Company (Enacal), according 

to El Nuevo Diario. In one of his homilies the bishop referred to the violence of fanatical 

supporters against youth protests. "From a nearby point in this park, a sniper shoots at a 

young man, only to discover in horror that it was his son. Look how far fanaticism leads, not 

using the head", was the reflection of Monsignor Mata.55 

 

71. Police siege in Jesus of Divine Mercy Parish 

https://heraldonet.com/nicaragua/parroco-de-masaya-retira-a-mujer-que-le-pide-bombas-y-al-rato-policias-sandinistas-se-ubican-frente-a-iglesia/#.YqJidcVKi1s
https://heraldonet.com/nicaragua/parroco-de-masaya-retira-a-mujer-que-le-pide-bombas-y-al-rato-policias-sandinistas-se-ubican-frente-a-iglesia/#.YqJidcVKi1s
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/reporte-ciudadano/diocesis-de-matagalpa-denuncia-irrespeto-de-sandinistas-a-catedral/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/43780/orteguismo-acusa-obispo-mata/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/43780/orteguismo-acusa-obispo-mata/
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72. Sandinista mobs offend religious and seminarians 

After the celebration of Holy Mass, Ortega mobs appeared outside the cathedral of 

Managua and tried to attack religious and seminarians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

73.  Attack on parishioners who attended Mass at the Cathedral of León 

"... Government shock forces and parapolice in the Cathedral of León attacked those 

attending a religious service for the anniversary of the altar boy Sandor Dolmus, killed in 
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56 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 8in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/ documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  
57 IACHR Denounces the Siege of Armed Groups Against Bishop Rolando Álvarez, July 19, 2019, Article 66, in: 
https://www.articulo66.com/2019/07/19/cidh -denuncia-el-asedio-de-grupos-armados-en-contra-del-obispo-rolando-
alvarez/  

June 2018. The fanatics of the regime with open provocation placed a platform in front of 

the atrium of the temple and played party music while the mass was being held."56 

 

74. Armed groups besiege Bishop Rolando Álvarez 

For his part, Bishop Rolando Álvarez described the siege as an "enormous and very serious 

irresponsibility" on the part of the regime. It was thanks to the peasants that the religious 

was able to leave the area where he was, the parishioners armed themselves with stones 

and sticks to prevent the armed groups from doing anything against the bishop of 

Matagalpa. 57 

 

75. Agents of the National Police block entrance of San Miguel Arcángel 

Parish and paramilitaries throw stones against parishioners 

 

 

Father Edwin Román denounces in his social networks 

the siege of the National Police and paramilitaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.articulo66.com/2019/07/19/cidh-denuncia-el-asedio-de-grupos-armados-en-contra-del-obispo-rolando-alvarez/
https://www.articulo66.com/2019/07/19/cidh-denuncia-el-asedio-de-grupos-armados-en-contra-del-obispo-rolando-alvarez/


 

 

45 

 

 

 
58 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 10in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  

 

 

76. Police Siege of San Miguel Arcángel Parish 

Priest Edwin Román denounces police siege through his social networks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

77. Shock forces besiege and attack San Miguel Archangel parish 

"Forces of the FSLN clash in complicity with 

the police surrounded, harassed and 

attacked the church of San Miguel Arcángel, 

in Masaya and the attendees of a religious 

service by the political prisoners. Father 

Edwin Roman received death threats from 

police officers."58 

 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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59 Fountain: Nicavisión Channel 12, September 1, 2019 
60 Caritas of Nicaragua, is the social arm of the Episcopal Conference of Nicaragua, with 64 years of service to Nicaraguan 
society. 

78. Police besiege St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish 

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church in Catarina besieged by riot police, where a Mass will be 

held for the release of political prisoners. Local residents report that the entrance to 

Catarina is closed.59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

79. Government blocks Caritas containers60 

"This way of proceeding is an exercise in irrational authoritarianism: 'We are the ones who 

have the upper hand and if something has to work, we will do it our way, as we want.' Is 

this the message the regime sends us? Well, in this way, we cannot remain in total silence, 

we cannot remain silent in the face of this", said Bishop Abelardo Mata, spokesperson for 

the Episcopal Conference of Nicaragua, according to Agenzia Fides. In addition, Bishop Mata 

has labeled this blockade as a "lack of humanism" on the part of the regime, which does 

not see "the needs of those who suffer." 

 

Msgr. Mata also informs that each request of Caritas Nicaragua is exaggeratedly controlled, 

example of them are the documents and letters of donations, as well as the documentation 

of the countries from which the aid comes, the United States, Germany, and Canada. The 

EC spokesperson finally explained that all the programs of Caritas in Nicaragua and the 
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61 Nicaragua: Government has blocked Caritas containers for a year, 9 of September of 2019, Vatican News, in: 
https://www.v aticannews.va/es/mundo/news/2019-09/nicaragua-gobierno-bloqueo-contenedores-caritas-conferencia-
epis.html  
62 The outrage was carried out in 2019, however the news was clarified some time later in: Uriel Vallejos, parish priest victim 
of lto daniel ortega's repression: "Nicaragua lives a tragedy», 3 February 2022, Religion in Freedom, in: 
https://www.relig ionenlibertad.com/america_latina/388137880/uriel-vallejos-parroco-victima-represion-daniel-ortega-
nicaragua-tragedia.html  
63 Police and paramilitaries asedian mass and procession in Estelí, Salazar, Maynor, October 8, 2019, Confidencial, in:  
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-y-paramilitares-asedian-misa-y-procesion-en-
esteli/#:~:text=Iglesia%20en%20Estel%C3%AD.-
,La%20procesi%C3%B3n%20en%20honor%20a%20Nuestra%20Se%C3%B1ora%20del%20Rosario%2C%20fue,Foto%3A%20Co
rtes%C3%ADa%20ABC%20Stereo.&text=Grupos%20paramilitares%20y%20oficiales%20de,en%20la%20ciudad%20de%20Este
l%C3%AD.  

dioceses "are social programs to help the poorest" and in which there is no "commercial" 

intention.61 

 

80. They try to run over the priest Uriel Vallejos 

"Yes, for months, when I was in charge of the San Francisco de Asís senior center, they tried 

to run me over with a truck, thank God they didn't succeed."62 

 

81. Police and paramilitaries besiege mass and procession in Estelí 

Paramilitary groups and officers of the National Police besieged on Monday the mass and 

the procession in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary, in the city of Estelí. The armed 

surrounded the temple and the parishioners who participated in the religious activity, who 

took advantage of the moment to protest against the dictatorship of Daniel Ortega and 

Rosario Murillo. 

 

"During the homily we were able to observe supporters of the Sandinista Front taking 

photos. Then we went out in the procession, with flags, blue and white chimbombas, and 

the police siege increased. The paramilitaries were walking around. One of them wanted to 

beat a boy, but in the end, people stopped him. When we arrived at the cathedral, there 

were already very armed, they were everywhere, and we had to leave some from other 

sides," said a resident of the city who participated in the religious activity.63 

 

82.Paramilitaries threaten seminarians in Estelí with firearms 

https://www.vaticannews.va/es/mundo/news/2019-09/nicaragua-gobierno-bloqueo-contenedores-caritas-conferencia-epis.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/es/mundo/news/2019-09/nicaragua-gobierno-bloqueo-contenedores-caritas-conferencia-epis.html
https://www.religionenlibertad.com/america_latina/388137880/uriel-vallejos-parroco-victima-represion-daniel-ortega-nicaragua-tragedia.html
https://www.religionenlibertad.com/america_latina/388137880/uriel-vallejos-parroco-victima-represion-daniel-ortega-nicaragua-tragedia.html
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-y-paramilitares-asedian-misa-y-procesion-en-esteli/#:~:text=Iglesia%20en%20Estel%C3%AD.-,La%20procesi%C3%B3n%20en%20honor%20a%20Nuestra%20Se%C3%B1ora%20del%20Rosario%2C%20fue,Foto%3A%20Cortes%C3%ADa%20ABC%20Stereo.&text=Grupos%20paramilitares%20y%20oficiales%20de,en%20la%20ciudad%20de%20Estel%C3%AD
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-y-paramilitares-asedian-misa-y-procesion-en-esteli/#:~:text=Iglesia%20en%20Estel%C3%AD.-,La%20procesi%C3%B3n%20en%20honor%20a%20Nuestra%20Se%C3%B1ora%20del%20Rosario%2C%20fue,Foto%3A%20Cortes%C3%ADa%20ABC%20Stereo.&text=Grupos%20paramilitares%20y%20oficiales%20de,en%20la%20ciudad%20de%20Estel%C3%AD
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-y-paramilitares-asedian-misa-y-procesion-en-esteli/#:~:text=Iglesia%20en%20Estel%C3%AD.-,La%20procesi%C3%B3n%20en%20honor%20a%20Nuestra%20Se%C3%B1ora%20del%20Rosario%2C%20fue,Foto%3A%20Cortes%C3%ADa%20ABC%20Stereo.&text=Grupos%20paramilitares%20y%20oficiales%20de,en%20la%20ciudad%20de%20Estel%C3%AD
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-y-paramilitares-asedian-misa-y-procesion-en-esteli/#:~:text=Iglesia%20en%20Estel%C3%AD.-,La%20procesi%C3%B3n%20en%20honor%20a%20Nuestra%20Se%C3%B1ora%20del%20Rosario%2C%20fue,Foto%3A%20Cortes%C3%ADa%20ABC%20Stereo.&text=Grupos%20paramilitares%20y%20oficiales%20de,en%20la%20ciudad%20de%20Estel%C3%AD
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-y-paramilitares-asedian-misa-y-procesion-en-esteli/#:~:text=Iglesia%20en%20Estel%C3%AD.-,La%20procesi%C3%B3n%20en%20honor%20a%20Nuestra%20Se%C3%B1ora%20del%20Rosario%2C%20fue,Foto%3A%20Cortes%C3%ADa%20ABC%20Stereo.&text=Grupos%20paramilitares%20y%20oficiales%20de,en%20la%20ciudad%20de%20Estel%C3%AD
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64 Priest of Sébaco confronts police and asks to cease the siege of the townMoon Yader, Confidencial, October 19, 2019, in: 
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/reporte-ciudadano/sacerdote-de-sebaco-encara-a-policias-y-pide-cese-el-asedio-al-
pueblo/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CDejen%20de%20hacer%20el%20rid%C3%ADculo,%E2%80%9D%2C%20le%20respondi%C3%B3
%20el%20sacerdote.  

Paramilitary entered with a weapon in the sacristy of the Cathedral, struggled with 

seminarians and demonstrators had to take refuge in the church, as Bishop Abelardo Mata 

denounced in a statement:  

 
 

83. Police officers besiege Divina Misericordia parish 

The priest of the Divina Misericordia de Sébaco parish, Uriel Vallejos, asked a police chief 

of that city to cease the siege against the church and the San Luis Gonzaga school, located 

next to the temple, where this Friday dozens of citizens gathered to collect food to help the 

prisoners and political prisoners of the regime of Daniel Ortega. From the early hours of 

Friday, several patrols with police surrounded the area preventing the passage of the 

population, including students and teachers at the school, to prevent the collection of aid. 

The officers took pictures of the villagers who came to collaborate.64 

 

https://www.confidencial.com.ni/reporte-ciudadano/sacerdote-de-sebaco-encara-a-policias-y-pide-cese-el-asedio-al-pueblo/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CDejen%20de%20hacer%20el%20rid%C3%ADculo,%E2%80%9D%2C%20le%20respondi%C3%B3%20el%20sacerdote
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/reporte-ciudadano/sacerdote-de-sebaco-encara-a-policias-y-pide-cese-el-asedio-al-pueblo/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CDejen%20de%20hacer%20el%20rid%C3%ADculo,%E2%80%9D%2C%20le%20respondi%C3%B3%20el%20sacerdote
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/reporte-ciudadano/sacerdote-de-sebaco-encara-a-policias-y-pide-cese-el-asedio-al-pueblo/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CDejen%20de%20hacer%20el%20rid%C3%ADculo,%E2%80%9D%2C%20le%20respondi%C3%B3%20el%20sacerdote
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65Priests denounce that authorities in Nicaragua prohibit Catholic Masses in school promotions, October 20, 2019, Voice of 
America, in: https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/sacerdotes-denuncian-que-autoridades-en-nicaragua-prohiben-misas-
catolicas-en-promociones-escolares-/5131775.html  
66 Church denounces that Ortega DGA retains containers with consecrating wine used in masses, González, Israel, October 
30, 2021, Article 66, in: https://www.articulo66.com/2019/10/30/iglesia-denuncia-que-orteguista-dga-retiene-
contenedores-con-vino-de-consagrar-utilizado-en-misas/  

84. Authorities in Nicaragua ban Catholic Masses in school promotions 

The bishop of the Diocese of Matagalpa, Monsignor Rolando José Álvarez Lagos, denounced 

that educational authorities prohibit the realization of Masses of thanksgiving and other 

religious acts for the promotions of primary and secondary cycles in many places in 

Nicaragua, so he called on the Ministry of Education to "reconsider this measure." "It is 

literally forbidding many students in the last years of primary and secondary school to 

perform the Eucharist in parish churches, to thank the Lord for his studies," denounced the 

priest, who is known for his closeness to parishioners in the most vulnerable communities 

in the country. 

 

"I didn't want to believe this. I was reluctant to believe it, but more people, priests, are 

telling us. They should not be banned because this is against freedom of expression, 

freedom of religion can even threaten freedom of worship," added the bishop evidently 

surprised by the measure. For the church, this situation is irregular and has never been 

reported before.65 

 

85. General Directorate of Customs retains containers with consecrating 

wine used in masses 

The archbishop of Managua, Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes Solórzano, denounced that the 

General Directorate of Customs (DGA), controlled by Ortega, has been holding containers 

from Caritas of Nicaragua for a year, among which is the consecrating wine used in liturgical 

celebrations. 66 

 

86. Priest denounces illegal suspension of electric service to nursing home 

Father Uriel Vallejos denounced that the energy distribution company cut the service to the 

San Francisco de Asís nursing home of the Divine Mercy Parish of the municipality of Sébaco 

https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/sacerdotes-denuncian-que-autoridades-en-nicaragua-prohiben-misas-catolicas-en-promociones-escolares-/5131775.html
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/sacerdotes-denuncian-que-autoridades-en-nicaragua-prohiben-misas-catolicas-en-promociones-escolares-/5131775.html
https://www.articulo66.com/2019/10/30/iglesia-denuncia-que-orteguista-dga-retiene-contenedores-con-vino-de-consagrar-utilizado-en-misas/
https://www.articulo66.com/2019/10/30/iglesia-denuncia-que-orteguista-dga-retiene-contenedores-con-vino-de-consagrar-utilizado-en-misas/
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67 Priest denounces illegal suspension of electric service to nursing home, November 1, 2019, Radio Corporación, in: 
https://radio -corporacion.com/blog/archivos/48330/sacerdote-suspension-energia/  
68 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 10, in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docf ile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  

in Matagalpa. The measure puts at risk the lives of several elderly people who are on 

oxygen. "Why do they do this with the helpless? Why because of the fault of a few there is 

misery in the country. No more persecution of the Social Institutions administered by the 

Church. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!" the religious wrote on Twitter.67 

 

87. Siege of Mass held in San Francisco parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

88. Siege for 9 days to Parish San Miguel Archangel 

Nine mothers began hunger strike at St. Michael the Archangel Church in Masaya, DOEP 

members surrounded the temple for 9 days, and prevented other people from entering to 

offer humanitarian aid.68 

 

 

https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/48330/sacerdote-suspension-energia/
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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89. National Police hold priests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90. Government blocks Drinking Water and Electric Power service in Parish 

San Miguel Archangel 

Archdiocese of Managua pronounces on the cutting of basic services in Parish San Miguel 

Archangel. 
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69άOrtega mobs attack parishioners and parish priests Monimbó when they try to bring water and food to St. Michael's 
Church", 100%News, November 17, 2019, in: https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/96712-nicaragua-masaya-dictadura-
daniel-ortega-represion/?mobile  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

91. Aggression against the priest Pedro Méndez 

Workers of the delegations of the state and the mayor's office of Masaya together with 

Ortega mobs joined the siege and repression maintained by the Sandinista police and did 

not allow the priest Pedro Méndez, pastor of the Magdalena de Monimbó church in Masaya 

with a group of parishioners to leave water to the people who are inside the church of San 

Miguel Arcángel. The parishioners said that the Ortega sympathizers assaulted them in the 

noses of the police. "As Christians we sympathized and went to leave water to Father Edwin, 

but they allowed us rather to send the mobs to attack us and attacked Father Pedro," 

explained one of the parishioners. "We have the right to demonstrate as citizens and as 

Catholic Christians we are citizens," said another parishioner.69 

 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/96712-nicaragua-masaya-dictadura-daniel-ortega-represion/?mobile
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/96712-nicaragua-masaya-dictadura-daniel-ortega-represion/?mobile
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70 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 11in:  
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  
71 άOrtega mobs desecrate Managua Cathedral and beat priestέΣ López, Ismael, November 19, 2019, Confidencial, in: 
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/turbas-orteguistas-profanan-catedral-de-managua-y-golpean-a-sacerdote/  

92. Aggression against parishioners at Parish of San Felipe Apóstol 

Molaguina 

"... mobs and paramilitaries insulted, threw stones and marbles at the parishioners of the 

San Felipe de Molagüina church, who held mass in memory of Eddy Montes."70 

 

93. Aggression against Presbyter Rodolfo López and desecration of 

Managua Cathedral 

"Paramilitaries and forces of the clash of the dictatorship of 
Daniel Ortega desecrated this Monday night and seized the 
Metropolitan Cathedral of Managua and beat two religious, 
a priest and a nun, denounced the Archdiocese of Managua, 
led by Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes, in a statement."71 

 

 

 

 

94. Physical aggression against sister Arelys Guzmán  
 

 

 

 

 

 

95.  

Harassment of St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/turbas-orteguistas-profanan-catedral-de-managua-y-golpean-a-sacerdote/
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72 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 13in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf 
73 άRosario Murillo calls religious manipulators and continues the siege in churches", López, Ismael, Confidencial, November 
20, 2019, in: https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/rosario-murillo-llama-manipuladores-a-religiosos-y-sigue-el-asedio-
en-iglesias/  
74 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 13, in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  

"... Daniel Ortega's regime sent mobs, police and paramilitaries to harass the faithful of St. 

Catherine of Alexandria Church, who were celebrating the anniversary of the Charismatic 

Renewal."72 

 

96. Rosario Murillo calls religious manipulators 

A day after the Cathedral of Managua was desecrated by Ortega mobs, Vice President 

Rosario Murillo took it against the Catholic Church in Nicaragua. "In the name of God we 

declare, we ratify, that these manipulators could not and will not," he threatened. "We urge 

these manipulated religious sectors to fulfill their pastoral role, according to the mandate 

of the Holy Father, Pope Francis. We urge them to abandon paths that sow hatred, 

separation and division, and we urge them to accompany with conviction, as appropriate, 

paths of hope, reconciliation and unity of all," said the number two of the Ortega-Murillo 

dictatorship in her usual daily intervention in the official media.73 

 

97. Ortega fanatics under the support of the National Police attacked 

parishioners of the San Juan Bautista church 

"... a group of Ortega fanatics under the support of the National Police attacked 

parishioners of the San Juan Bautista church in Masaya, where a mass was being celebrated 

in support of Father Edwin Román, who had been locked up in the San Miguel Arcángel 

church for more than five days, accompanying the mothers on hunger strike in Masaya. 

While the priest Harving Padilla officiated the Mass, the mobs began to harass those 

present to the extent of wanting to enter the temple. During the attempt, the parishioners 

closed the doors and resisted the pushing."74 

 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/rosario-murillo-llama-manipuladores-a-religiosos-y-sigue-el-asedio-en-iglesias/
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/rosario-murillo-llama-manipuladores-a-religiosos-y-sigue-el-asedio-en-iglesias/
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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75 άGraffiti appears in the homes of opponents and the Cathedral of Estelí", Dávila, Juan Francisco, November 29, 2019, ABC 
Radio StereoIn: http://ww w.radioabcstereo.com/nota/16884_aparecen-pintas-en-viviendas-de-opositores-y-catedral-de-
esteli  
76 "Police kidnap priest of El Jícaro", Confidencial, December 9, 2019, in: https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-
secuestra-a-sacerdote-de-el-jicaro/  
77 Pintas orteguistas in the parish of Río Blanco ,December 22, 2019, Radio Corporación, in: https://radio -
corporacion.com/blog/archivos/50768/pintas-rio-blanco/  

98. Pints in Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary of Estelí 

"... A red and black sign also dawned on the walls 

of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary of Estelí 

that says "God Bless this business" and in a 

recognized evangelical temple marked the initials 

of the FSLN.75 

 

 

 

 

99. Police kidnap priest from El Jícaro; Alcides Peña 

The priest Alcides Peña was arrested by the National Police on the seventh of December. 

He was charged with disturbing public order 31 times. The religious was transferred to the 

preventive cells and later released on December 8, according to the complaint made on 

Sunday by the secretary of the Episcopal Conference of Nicaragua, Juan Abelardo Mata. 

 

Mata, a strong critic of Daniel Ortega's dictatorship, said the priest, who belongs to the 

Congregation of Josephine Brothers, was arrested Saturday in the municipality of Ocotal, 

nueva Segovia department, which borders Honduras.76 

 

100. Pints in Parish Cuatro Esquinas Rio Blanco 

According to residents on several occasions they have painted the temple, so this time they 

make the complaint public.77 

 

http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/16884_aparecen-pintas-en-viviendas-de-opositores-y-catedral-de-esteli
http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/16884_aparecen-pintas-en-viviendas-de-opositores-y-catedral-de-esteli
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-secuestra-a-sacerdote-de-el-jicaro/
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/policia-secuestra-a-sacerdote-de-el-jicaro/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/50768/pintas-rio-blanco/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/50768/pintas-rio-blanco/
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78άMore graffiti and threats this time in chapel Perpetual help in MatiguásέΣ December 24, 2019, 100%News, in: 
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/97365-nicaragua-simpatizantes-orteguistas-pintas-iglesia/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

101. Paint in Chapel of Perpetual Help 

Government operators through their bases in rural communities have also undertaken it 

against the Catholic Church, proof of this is the publication made this December 24 by the 

diocese of Matagalpa, through its Facebook social network, where they denounce that the 

Perpetual Help chapel of the parish of San José,  in Matiguás dawned with graffiti on its 

walls. Ortega sympathizers wrote on the walls "last warning, coup plotters" "murderers" 

but also threatened them with death, writing "they are going to die". In this denunciation 

the diocese of Matagalpa that pastors 

Monsignor Rolando Álvarez states "It is 

regrettable that while we prepare for 

Christmas Eve, there are groups that, 

instigated to violence, intend and want to 

intimidate our communities"78 

 

 

 

 

 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/97365-nicaragua-simpatizantes-orteguistas-pintas-iglesia/
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79 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 13, in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf 

102. Theft and destruction of images of Parish Nuestro Señor de 

Esquipulas 

"... Supporters of the Ortega Murillo regime stole and destroyed 

the religious images of the Nuestra señor de Esquipulas church in 

Tipitapa (confirmed by a church source to La Prensa). The chapel 

had already been desecrated three months earlier, when the 

chairs were stolen."79 

 

 

 

 

 

103. Police besiege pilgrim image procession of Fatima 

Priest Uriel Vallejos denounces in his social networks that Sandinista Police besieges a 

procession of pilgrim image of the Virgin of Fatima. 

 

104. Sandinista police block access to the 

temple for collecting school supplies 

105.  

Father Harvin Padilla denounced that at the end of the 

7 am mass in the San Juan church in Masaya the 

Orteguista police stationed themselves on the outskirts 

of the parish preventing the activity called for today 

from taking place, at the same time he assured that the 

regime officials have taken photographs and videos. 

The parish priest of the San Juan Church mentioned 

that no official of the regime has explained to him the 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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80 Masaya priest denounces that Sandinista police block access to the temple by collecting school supplies, January 23, 2020, 
100% News, in: https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/98125-sacerdote-de-masaya-denuncia-que-policia-sandinist/  
81 Rosario Murillo calls opponents "hate criminals" and "devils"Moon Yader, February 25, 2020, Confidential, in: 
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/criminales-de-odio-diablos-rosario-murillo-arremete-contra-opositores/  
82 Monsignor García: "Maybe they brought the mission to pass me the bill", 26 February 2020, Mosaic, in: 
https://mosaicocsi.com/monsenor-garcia-tal-vez-traian-la-mision-de-pasarme-la-cuenta/  

objective of his presence in the contours of the temple where they do not let in the people 

who arrive with their donations.80 

 

 

106. Vice President Rosario Murillo and her hate speech against priests 

and bishops. 

In her hateful preaching, she also accused priests and bishops of the Catholic Church of 

blessing what she called "criminal terrorism" and of "manipulating the faith." She said that 

"the sound of bells on the fly will never be erased, curiously, calling to kill us," referring to 

the sounds of alerts of attacks by police and paramilitaries that were made from several 

religious temples during the protests.81 

 

107. Attack against workers of the Molaguina Matagalpa Church 

"Maybe they brought the mission of passing the bill to me," said Monsignor García, also 

assuring that "if they want to pass me the bill (kill) that they pass it to me, anyway there are 

many Nicaraguans who have died, there are many Nicaraguans true saints, true martyrs, 

then it would not be strange that these everything that hinders them clean it,  but they will 

not persevere, they will not persevere one day they have to leave and they will be the 

shame of their descendants, of their families, because history will talk about you, one day 

Nicaraguan history will be purified and what is hidden in darkness will come to light." 

Monsignor Garcia's statements came after pro-government mobs assaulted the secretary, 

named Rosario, and sacristan Michael Rodriguez, prior to the 4:30 p.m. Mass on Tuesday, 

February 25, in which the religious would perform the Catholic rite of the "burial of the 

Hallelujah."82 

 

 

 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/98125-sacerdote-de-masaya-denuncia-que-policia-sandinist/
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/criminales-de-odio-diablos-rosario-murillo-arremete-contra-opositores/
https://mosaicocsi.com/monsenor-garcia-tal-vez-traian-la-mision-de-pasarme-la-cuenta/
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83"Bishops classify the Ortega graffiti as "terrorist actions" and ensure that these acts do not intimidate or stop the work of 
the church," Díaz López, Karen, February 28, 2020, Article 66, in:  https://www.articulo66.com/2020/02/28/obispos-
catalogan-las-pintas-orteguistas-como-acciones-terroristas-y-aseguran-que-esos-actos-no-intimidan-ni-detienen-la-labor-de-
la-iglesia/  
84 "Orteguistas make pints in the parish of Las Sierritas putting the FSLN as "the savior" of Nicaragua", Díaz López, Karen, 
February 28, 2020, Article 66, in: https://www.articulo66.com/2020/02/28/orteguistas-realizan-pintas-en-la-parroquia-de-
las-sierritas-poniendo-al-fsln-como-el-salvador-de-nicaragua/  

108. Pints in Archbishop's Curia 
 
Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes said that "it is very sad those 
things that were done under the darkness of the night, 
that means that that person as Pope Francis has said to a 
certain extent there are terrorist actions, because the 
terrorist throws the bomb and hides." Monsignor 
Álvarez, bishop of the Diocese of Matagalpa, repudiated 
this action and affirmed that "it is regrettable that the 
walls of houses, chapels and sacred places are stained ... but we do not take ourselves for 
granted because the Church as such exercises freedom and from this liberation we continue 
to evangelize, nothing stops us".83 

 

109. Graffiti in the Parish of Santo Domingo Las Sierritas. 
 

Father Ricardo Zambrana in the homily said: "The 
churches are to respect them. This temple has 
been shot, invaded and stained with partisan 
propaganda that I do not believe, because in 2019 
there was no attack in Nicaragua and the 
economy was worse, I do not believe that 
propaganda" the hierarch also said that: "God free 
us from these adverse situations ... sometimes 
one only wants to talk about the Gospel but it is 
difficult, because we cannot remain silent when 
they disrespect the church" he also condemned 

the offensive action against the Catholic Church and pointed out that "we forgive from the 
heart and ask that those people who did it in front of an authority that is always there day 
and night - in allusion to God - and that saw who it was"84 
 
 

https://www.articulo66.com/2020/02/28/obispos-catalogan-las-pintas-orteguistas-como-acciones-terroristas-y-aseguran-que-esos-actos-no-intimidan-ni-detienen-la-labor-de-la-iglesia/
https://www.articulo66.com/2020/02/28/obispos-catalogan-las-pintas-orteguistas-como-acciones-terroristas-y-aseguran-que-esos-actos-no-intimidan-ni-detienen-la-labor-de-la-iglesia/
https://www.articulo66.com/2020/02/28/obispos-catalogan-las-pintas-orteguistas-como-acciones-terroristas-y-aseguran-que-esos-actos-no-intimidan-ni-detienen-la-labor-de-la-iglesia/
https://www.articulo66.com/2020/02/28/orteguistas-realizan-pintas-en-la-parroquia-de-las-sierritas-poniendo-al-fsln-como-el-salvador-de-nicaragua/
https://www.articulo66.com/2020/02/28/orteguistas-realizan-pintas-en-la-parroquia-de-las-sierritas-poniendo-al-fsln-como-el-salvador-de-nicaragua/
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85 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 14in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf 

110. Destruction of construction progress of La Paz Monument 

On February 28, 2020, the authorities of the Sanctuary of the Servant of God Odorico D 
Andrea announced through their Facebook page that uneducated people destroyed the 
monument of La Paz and left engravings written with letters: "Puta" and "MS13". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

111. Desecration of Managua Cathedral 

"... Ortega mobs arrived at the Cathedral of Managua with red-and-black scarves and 
banners that read: "We want peace" and "They could not and will not", at the mass of the 
present body of father and poet Ernesto Cardenal, in the middle of Mass the fans of the 
regime shouted, "it is culture, but traitor".85 
 
 

112. Threats to Priest Antonio Saballos 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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Antonio Saballos, priest of the Corpus Christi Church 
of Villa Libertad, was verbally assaulted by members 
of the FSLN when he walked by giving his blessing 
with the use of the Most Blessed in the face of the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

113. MINSA bans solidarity of Monsignor Alvarez to prevent Coronavirus 
Through social media platforms, the bishop of Matagalpa, Monsignor, Rolando  Álvarez 
complaints that Minsa banned him from showing his solidarity with Covid-19 patients. 

 
άaƛƴǎŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎ for Disease Control and 
Prevention Project, nor the Call Center. I want to put that on the record that as diocese we 
wanted to work for the health of our community, ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻέ. 
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86 Rosario Murillo lashes out at Catholic bishops whom she accuses of undertaking calls from bell towers of hatred, Balmaceda, 
Marling, 14 May 2020, Article 66, in:  
https://www.articulo66.com/2020/05/14/rosario -murillo-nicaragua-ataques-oposicion-nicaragua-iglesia-obispos/  

114. Desecration of the Chapel La Concepción 
 
The Archicese of Managua through a press reléase informed the desecration of the Chapel 
of The Conception at Mateare. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

115. Vice President Rosario Murillo and her hate speech 

"Making calls from bell towers of hatred and being part of hate pandemics. That cannot be 
hidden, the hatred, the intrigue and the political ambitions that lead to using any falsehood 
to sow tares."86 
 
 

https://www.articulo66.com/2020/05/14/rosario-murillo-nicaragua-ataques-oposicion-nicaragua-iglesia-obispos/
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87 Priest denounces desecration of a Catholic temple in Wiwili, Nueva Segovia, Aragón William, La Prensa, June 30, 2020, in: 
https://www.laprensani.com/2020/06/30/departamentales/2691350-sacerdote-denuncia-profanacion-de-un-templo-
catolico-en-wiwili -nueva-segovia  
88 Catholic temple desecrated in San José de Cusmapa, García, Denis, July 13, 2020, Radio ABC Stereoin: 
http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/17880_profanan-templo-catolico-en-san-jose-de-cusmapa  

116. Desecration of Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

The Catholic temple of Our Lady of Fatima, located in the county of Wiwili in Nueva Segovia, 
ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŜŎǊŀǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ WƻǎŜ LǾŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜƴƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŘŜǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ άƛǎ ŀ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘέ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ 
selective murders in the area87. 
 

117. Desecration of the Catholic Temple of San José de Cusmapa 

Eating of the Sacred hosts, drinking of the holy wine and damage some images is what those 
unknown people did so far without respect for private property in the Catholic temple of 
ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ WƻǎŜ ŘŜ /ǳǎƳŀǇŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aŀŘǊƛȊΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ baby 
WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǳǘΣ ƛǘǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ 
teacher spoke on the grievances committed by the fellons88. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.laprensani.com/2020/06/30/departamentales/2691350-sacerdote-denuncia-profanacion-de-un-templo-catolico-en-wiwili-nueva-segovia
https://www.laprensani.com/2020/06/30/departamentales/2691350-sacerdote-denuncia-profanacion-de-un-templo-catolico-en-wiwili-nueva-segovia
http://www.radioabcstereo.com/nota/17880_profanan-templo-catolico-en-san-jose-de-cusmapa
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89 A silver angel is stolen from San Juan Bautista Cathedral in Jinotega, García, Ernesto, July 13, 2020, Información Puntual, in: 
https://ipnicaragua.com/roban-un-angel-de-plata-en-catedral-san-juan-bautista-de-jinotega/  
90 Ditto  

118. A silver angel was stolen at the San Juan Bautista of Jinotega 

ά! ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀƎŜ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
25-28, stole the image of an angel from 
the Holy Sacrament at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Baptist of Jinotega.  The 
robbery was reported last night by the 
diocese of Jinotega, after the end of the 
worship of the Holy Rosary.  We ask to 
the congregation that if you are offered 
όŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭύΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭέΣ 
says the announcement published by 
the diocese of Jinotega in their official 
Facebook account89. 

 
 

119. Siege at the Matagalpa Cathedral 

άΧ At the San Pedro Cathedral in Matagalpa, that same day, motorized subjects roaded up 
the church atrium and made the engines roar and were spinning around their 
motorcycles, honking their horns while the service was taking placeΦέ90 
 
 

120. Desecration of the chapel of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
 

Through a press released published on July 29th of 2022 on the official facebook account 
of the parish Santa Ana of Nindirí, it was announced the desecration of the chapel of our 
lady of the tŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ IŜƭǇΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ WŜǎǵǎ {ƛƭǾŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
of the Brenes, of Nindiri, report and condemned the acts on which the Chapel of our Lady 
of the Perpetual Help was profaned in this community. Such act was committed with cruelty 
and hate, because not only the custodianship and the grail, but also the images were 
broken, they outraged the tabernacle, the sacramental bread was trampled, benches were 
broken and caused damages to furniture, doors, plumbing and not content enough with 

https://ipnicaragua.com/roban-un-angel-de-plata-en-catedral-san-juan-bautista-de-jinotega/
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such outrages, they left fecal matter on everything they could. In the light of the foregoing 
the members of the chapel and the congregation will fix the damage tomorrow, Thursday, 
олǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦέ 
 

 

121. ManaguaΩǎ /ŀǘƘedral; destruction of gates 

On July 20th of 2020, authorities of the Managua Cathedral published a press release where 

they reported a man that entered the cathedral in a fearless way destroying the gates. The 

incident was reported to the National Police authorities. 

 

Press release translation: 
During the Early morning of this July 20th a  man under the effects of alcohol drove a truck with two kids on board, 

broke into the north side of the cathedral (DGI sector) destroying the gate, then he drove straight into the inside 

gate of the cathedral which ended up completely destroyed, steered around the cathedral up the internal road,  

went up through the rows Infront the temple, walked to the gate facing Metrocentro which he destroyed as well, 

leaving the truck in that area. 

 

The National Police was called to be notified about this 

violent act, they arrived to undergo the police investigation 

and they informed us that they arrested the truck driver, and 

we will await for the acceptance of his liability for the caused 

damages. The Cardinal, the priests, and the nuns condemn 

this violent act and ask for people to join them in prayer. 
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91 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 16, in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  

122. Desecration and robbery in the chapel of Our Lord of Veracruz 

 άΧ criminals entered the church of Our Lord of Veracruz and desecrated the tabernacle, 

besides they stole a variety of objects and dirtying the walls. έ91 

 

123. Desecration of the chapel of our lady of Carmen 

The Archdiocese of Managua comments on the desecration of the chapel of our Lady of El 

Carmen. 

 
Press release translation: The cardinal Leopoldo José Bernes, Metropolitan Archbishop of Managua, after being 

informed this last weekend the new from the Presbyter Pablo Villafranca, parish of our Lord of Veracruz, on the 

desecration of the chapel of Our  Lady of  El Carmen, where the tabernacle of Jesus in the Blessed sacrament was 

dragged onto the floor. The Archbishop condemns this act that insults our faith, for what he offers his prayers and 

asks to the congregation to stay in watch and alert for their chapels care and join in prayer to fix the damages in 

the face of this situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
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92 Attack on the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, CENIDH, 2020, page 17in: 
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NIC
ARAGUA.pdf  
93 "Cardinal Brenes: Neither candles nor curtains, "it is a terrorist act," Munguia Ivette, Confidential, July 31, 2020, in: 
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/atentado-con-bomba-molotov-en-la-catedral-de-managua/  

124. Theft of three relief paintings in the   Sanctuary diocese of St. 

Francis of Assisi 
 

άΧ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ were stolen, they depicted the suffering of Christ; at the 

{ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ  ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƻŦ  !ǎǎƛǎƛ έ92 

 

125. Cathedral of ManaguaΥ ¢ƘŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΩǎ ŦŜƴŎŜ 

άLƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΩǎ ŦŜƴŎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻƭŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ 

by the person who threw the explosive object to flee the scene. He planned everything, 

where to enter, how to do it, and then where to run away. This was truly arranged, I want 

ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƻǊ ŦƛǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ 

been the origin, said Brenes93 

 

126. Cathedral of Managua: Explosive against the Image of the Blood of 

Christ 

https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.cenidh.org/media/documents/docfile/INFORME_ATENTADOS_CONTRA_LA_IGLESIA_CAT%C3%93LICA_EN_NICARAGUA.pdf
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/atentado-con-bomba-molotov-en-la-catedral-de-managua/
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άAn unidentified subject threw 

a Molotov bomb to the chapel 

of the Blood of Christ at the 

Metropolitan Cathedral of 

Managua, causing quantity 

damages, to the main temple of  

the Catholic Church of 

Nicaragua, including the 

destruction of a 382 year old 

image. The terrorist attack was 

confirmed by the sister Arely 

Guzmán, manager of the 

temple who was at the 

ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

acts occurred.  

 

Cardenal Leopoldo Brenes 

regreted the loss of the image of 

the Blood of Christ and described the events as terrorist attacks against the Catholic Church. 

The head of the catholic church explained that the fire was arranged and disregarded the 

explanation of the Vicepresident Rosario Murillo that the source of the fire was a 

candlelight.  

 

Nuncio Stanislaw SommeǊǘŀƎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ accurate and ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

National Police. During the Angelus service, The Pope expressed that: he prays for the 

Nicaraguan people after the attack. I think about the Nicaraguan people that suffers after 

the attack to the Managua cathedral, which has been damaged, almost destroyed, the 

worshiped image of the Blood of Jesus Christ, which has been a company and has held 

through centuries the life of this faithful communityΦέ 
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127. Desecration of the chapel of The Calvary 

The chapel of The Calvary informed on the desecration of 

the chapel son social media: 

 

Translation: 
Dear congregation, we shared and report this act of vandalism. 

Yesterday our temple has suffered theft by malicious people that have 

taken our audio equipment, power plant, and chairs.  

 

We thank God that the Sacred Sacrament was not damaged or 

desecrated. 

 

²Ŝ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƭŜǊǘΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ 

happen again. And if anyone saw what happened at the time of the robbery or see any of these people with the 

stolen objects, let us know directly along with the police forces.  

 

 

128. Police and paramilitary groups harass priest Harving Padilla 
 

Priest Harving Padilla, parish of the St. John Baptist church condemned the latest acts of 

desecration and harassment towards religious temples, which were committed amid the 

last week of July and the first days of August. Being the most well known the attack to the 

chapel of the Blood of Christ at the cathedral of Managua, incident qualified by the catholic 

church as a terrorist act. 

 

He also mentioned to be informed about the siege of Sunday night August the second to 

the church of St. John Baptist, which he considers a cowardly act, the proceed of the police 

and the orteguista mobs. There were more than twenty policemen, paramilitary and the 

anti-riot police. I wonder about the cause of their presence at the church.  

 

According to the priest, on the last days the presence of clash groups has been particularly 

strong at the church he leads and argues that the harassment has reached a point where 

subjects arrive to the main gate of the temple and take pictures of myself and the church. 

The truth is we are in constant praying due to the never-ending threats and attacks. 
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94 Two other Catholic churches desecrate within 48 hours of the "terrorist attack" on the cathedral of Managua, Miranda, 
Noel, August 3, 2020, Article 66, in: https://www.articulo66.com/2020/08/03/profanan -otras-dos-iglesias-catolicas-a-menos-
de-48-horas-del-ataque-terrorista-a-la-catedral-de-managua/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

129. Desecration of the St. Lucia chapel 

άΧ  Saturday, August 1st, criminals entered the chapel of St. Lucia located in the 

neighborhood of Paraisito, Managua. They forced the gated and stole religious objectsέ94 

 

130. Siege against Corpus Christi Parish 

Priest of the parish church of Corpus Christi reports through social media the siege against 

it: 

 

Brothers and sisters, families, congregation, and followers of the page of this beloved parish 

church of Corpus Christi. 

 

https://www.articulo66.com/2020/08/03/profanan-otras-dos-iglesias-catolicas-a-menos-de-48-horas-del-ataque-terrorista-a-la-catedral-de-managua/
https://www.articulo66.com/2020/08/03/profanan-otras-dos-iglesias-catolicas-a-menos-de-48-horas-del-ataque-terrorista-a-la-catedral-de-managua/
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I want to share that a few days ago we have been visited by people on motorcycles and 

vehicles, alone or accompanied who take pictures, video at the main gate of our parish 

church. They also stand at the front of the gate pretending to talk on the phone to take the 

opportunity to take pictures in the church direction. 

 

The goal of addressing this situation to you resides in the times we live of tests and we must 

take care of each other, as congregation, families, neighborhoods or friends, in every 

ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΣ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 

protection.  

 

The images as follow occurred today in the morning. I ask you to be on the watch of the 

church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

131. Man irrupts amid religious service and attacks the Church of Santa 

Rosa del Peñon at Leon 

The attacks to the catholic church in Nicaragua get stronger, this week  a man  threw  stones 

at the parish of Santa Rosa del Peñón of the diocese of León breaking the crystal casket of 

the Lying Christ. It is a sacrilegious attempt, they broke the glass of the crystal casket of the 

[ȅƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŜǘǎ ǇǊŀȅ ŘŜŀǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘέ ǎŀƛŘ 
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95 Man breaks into Mass and attacks church of Santa Rosa del Peñón in León, August 2, 2020, 100% News, in: 
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/102259-atacan-iglesia-en-plena-misa-leon-nicaragua/#:~:text=9%3A32%20p.m.-
,Hombre%20irrumpe%20en%20misa%20y%20ataca%20iglesia,Rosa%20del%20Pe%C3%B1%C3%B3n%20en%20Le%C3%B3n&
text=Los%20ataques%20a%20la%20iglesia,la%20urna%20del%20Cristo%20Yacente.  
96 άMore than eight churches have been desecrated in recent weeks", Orozco, Dorian, Nicaragua Investiga, August 4, 2020, 
in:  https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/23871-mas-de-ocho-iglesias-han-sido-profanadas-en-las-ultimas-semanas/  

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōǊƻƪŜƴ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭ 

casket, informed the presbyter Gelvin Vega, who lead the Sunday service that afternoon at 

the temple95. 

 

132. Theft at the parish of Our Lady of Ascension 

άΧ  an unknown person entered the church of the Ascencion in Ocotal and stole the 

Easter candle έΦ96 

 

133. Desecration to the San Diego de Alcalá Church 

Desecration to the San Diego of Alcalá in the municipality of Altagracia-Isle of Ometepe- 

report according to the diocese of Granada through a press release: 

 

Today Monday, August 3rd, at one pm, 

a woman came into the parish temple 

of San Diego of Alcalá, municipality of 

Altagracia-Isle of Ometepe, who came 

close to the worshiped image (that was 

exposed during the day close to the 

short festivities of this town) and with 

an anger attitude and yelling, took the 

image of Christ that the depiction holds 

in its right hand and pinned it on the 

head of it with the clear intention of 

damaging it. A follower present at the 

temple by the time of the attack tried 

to stop her, but the woman ran away. 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/102259-atacan-iglesia-en-plena-misa-leon-nicaragua/#:~:text=9%3A32%20p.m.-,Hombre%20irrumpe%20en%20misa%20y%20ataca%20iglesia,Rosa%20del%20Pe%C3%B1%C3%B3n%20en%20Le%C3%B3n&text=Los%20ataques%20a%20la%20iglesia,la%20urna%20del%20Cristo%20Yacente
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/102259-atacan-iglesia-en-plena-misa-leon-nicaragua/#:~:text=9%3A32%20p.m.-,Hombre%20irrumpe%20en%20misa%20y%20ataca%20iglesia,Rosa%20del%20Pe%C3%B1%C3%B3n%20en%20Le%C3%B3n&text=Los%20ataques%20a%20la%20iglesia,la%20urna%20del%20Cristo%20Yacente
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/102259-atacan-iglesia-en-plena-misa-leon-nicaragua/#:~:text=9%3A32%20p.m.-,Hombre%20irrumpe%20en%20misa%20y%20ataca%20iglesia,Rosa%20del%20Pe%C3%B1%C3%B3n%20en%20Le%C3%B3n&text=Los%20ataques%20a%20la%20iglesia,la%20urna%20del%20Cristo%20Yacente
https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/23871-mas-de-ocho-iglesias-han-sido-profanadas-en-las-ultimas-semanas/
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97 Ortega "Gato" threatens the bishops and the U.S. ambassador, Álvarez, Leonor, August 4, 2020, La Prensa, in: 
https://www.laprensani.com/2020/08/04/politica/2704587-gato-orteguista-amenaza-a-los-obispos-y-al-embajador-de-
estados-unidos  

The parish, José Ramón Gómez, immediately arrived to the church to inform the situation 

to the diocesan bishop. 

 

We condemn this act of disrespect towards our images and temples, and we ask to our 

followers to stay in constant praying and watch in the view of such situations. 

 

134. Sandinista propagandist threatens priests and bishops97 
 

 
Facebook post: La Prensa, Aug. 4, 2020 

In the last two weeks, there has been an increase 

in threats and aggressions against the Catholic 

Church, such as the incident at the Cathedral of 

Managua. 

[photo of a man with a beard and a red cap] 

[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ ƭŀǇǊŜƴǎŀΦŎƻƳΦƴƛΥ hǊǘŜƎŀ ƭƻȅŀƭƛǎǘ άDŀǘƻέ 

threatens bishops and the United States 

ambassador. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

135. Sandinista thugs harass Father Edwin Roman in Niquinohomo and 

challenge him to fight 

https://www.laprensani.com/2020/08/04/politica/2704587-gato-orteguista-amenaza-a-los-obispos-y-al-embajador-de-estados-unidos
https://www.laprensani.com/2020/08/04/politica/2704587-gato-orteguista-amenaza-a-los-obispos-y-al-embajador-de-estados-unidos
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98 άMobs harass Father Edwin Román in Niquinohomo and challenge him to beatingsέΣ /ŀǎǘƛƭƭƻΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ Nicaragua 
investigates, August 10, 2020, in: https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/24387-turbas-acosan-al-padre-edwin-roman-en-
niquinohomo-y-lo-retan-a-los-golpes/  
99 ά5ŜǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀƴ ǘŜƳǇƭŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎέΣ /ƘŀƳƻǊǊƻΣ 9ƳƛƭƛŀƴƻΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфΣ нлнлΣ /ŀŦŞ Ŏƻƴ ±ƻǎΣ ƛƴΥ 
https://cafeconvoz.com/2020/08/19/continuan-profanaciones-a-templos-de-nicaragua/  

Father Edwin Román reported this past Monday 

that he is subjected to harassment by fanatical 

Sandinistas while visiting family in Niquinohomo, 

Masaya, where he is originally from. 

ά9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ L Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ bƛǉǳƛƴƻƘƻƳƻΣ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎŀ ŘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀΩ όŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ 

station) harass me, make phone calls, take 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 

Twitter account98 

 

136. As yet-unknown subjects set fire to the tree of St. Rita and destroy 

her image in Teustepe 

ά We are dismayed by this desecration of the 

venerable image of Saint Rita, which was 

destroyed by enemies of our holy Catholic 

Church. The tree where her image appeared 

more than 200 years ago was partially burned. 

This is very sad because we are seeing greater 

ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ a 

worried Father Guillermo Blandón, parish priest 

of Teustepe. 

άThe parish priest of Teustepe confirmed that he has not filed any type of report regarding 

the damage to the image and the site of the apparitions, simply because he has no faith in 

the Sandiƴƛǎǘŀ tƻƭƛŎŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΦέ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ƴȅ 

ǘƛƳŜΤ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ DƻŘΣέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

incident99. 

 

https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/24387-turbas-acosan-al-padre-edwin-roman-en-niquinohomo-y-lo-retan-a-los-golpes/
https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/24387-turbas-acosan-al-padre-edwin-roman-en-niquinohomo-y-lo-retan-a-los-golpes/
https://cafeconvoz.com/2020/08/19/continuan-profanaciones-a-templos-de-nicaragua/
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100 άRegime closes Technical Institute of Agriculture of the Diocese of Estelí", Chamorro, Emiliano, Radio Corporación, 
September 7, 2020, in: https://radio -corporacion.com/blog/archivos/62408/regimen-cierra-instituto-tecnico-de-agricultura-
de-la-diocesis-de-esteli/ 

137. Desecration of the chapel of St. Dominic of  Guzmán 

The Nicaraguan Center for Human Rights 

reports on its social media channels: 

 
Tweet: Cenidh, @cenidh 

@cenidh #CONDEMNS the desecration of the Chapel of St. 

Dominic de Guzman, part of Christ the King Parish, Telpaneca, 

Madriz. Criminals opened the tabernacle of the Most Holy 

Sacrament on the Altar. They threw hosts on the floor, stole 

money and various choir instruments. 

[Three photos. The first shows an altar with a small tabernacle 

sitting on top and a mural featuring angels in the background. 

The second shows some boxes and bags lying on the floor. The 

third shows what appears to be a desk, with a book or 

pamphlet with an image of Jesus and a few other sparsely 

scattered items.] 

1:42 PM, Sept. 6, 2020 

 

 

 

138. Closure of the Agricultural Technical Institute of the Diocese of 

Estelí 

Monsignor Abelardo Mata, Bishop of the Diocese of Estelí, confirmed to Portavoz 

Ciudadano that the Daniel Ortega regime had closed the diocesan Agricultural Technical 

Institute, where dozens of young people from the rural parts of Estelí had been studying. 

άLƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ 

date with certain financial obligations, but we do not have any answers. They simply shut 

us down, leaving dozens of young people who were studying agriculture without 

ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣέ aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ aŀǘŀ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ100. 

139. Subject tries to break into St. John the Baptist Church in the 

middle of the night 
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St. John the Baptist Parish reported on its social media channels that a man with unknown 

intentions tried to enter the church during nighttime hours. 

 
Facebook post: Parish San Juan Bautista- San Juan de oriente, 

Sept. 24, 2020 

We want to use this platform to make our report public. 

Yesterday, during the late hours of the night, a subject whose 

name is unknown tried to break into the church (we do not 

know his intentions). The break-in was prevented by 

parishioners who live near the church. Because of this, we 

invite everyone to be continually watchful over our parish. 

[Two photos of a man in a blue shirt sitting in a small chair that 

is part of a row of wall-mounted chairs. He holds a white bag 

on his lap.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

140. Desecration and burglary of the chapel of Our Lady of Mercy 

Attacks of every kind against the Catholic Church continue in Nicaragua. In the early 

morning hours of this past Monday, October 12th, unknown subjects stole loudspeakers 

and destroyed images at Lord of Miracles Parish in Colonia Unidad de Propósito, North 

Highway, Managua. 
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101 ά Desecration and robbery in temple located in Colonia Unidad de Propósito, ManaguaέΣ Mayorga, Gerald, Radio 
Corporación, October 12, 2020, in: https://radio -corporacion.com/blog/archivos/68004/profanacion-robo-templo-unidad-
de-proposito/  

The individuals entered through the roof of the church, stole material goods and desecrated 

the altar where Eucharistic celebrations 

are held101. 

 

Translation: 
PRESS RELEASE 

Desecration and burglary of the Chapel of Our 

Lady of Mercy, Lord of Miracles Parish, Eastern 

Pastoral Zone of Managua 

His Eminence Cardinal Leopoldo José Brenes, 

Metropolitan Archbishop of Managua, was 

informed by the Reverend Boanerges Ruiz García 

and some lay members of the congregation of the 

Chapel of Our Lady of Mercy regarding the 

desecration and burglary during the early morning 

hours of Monday, October 12th. The criminals 

took four loudspeakers, destroyed some images in 

the sanctuary and desecrated the main altar. 

The Archbishop condemns this criminal act that 

took place in the chapel and laments the evidence 

of an increase in these types of acts, which have 

put the whole community on alert, during the past 

several days. 

The Reverend Boanerges informed the Cardinal that the consecrated hosts and the Tabernacle had been removed 

from the chapel for safekeeping some days ago. 

The Archbishop offers his prayers, and he repeats his call for the priests and faithful to be alert and vigilant in the 

care of their chapels. He asks that everyone join in prayer during this time. 

Issued in Managua on the 13th day of the month of October, 2020 

Press Office 

Archdiocese of Managua 

prensa@curiamanagua.org 

 

141. Expulsion of Father Luis Carrillo by order of the General Directorate 

of Migration and Alien Affairs 

https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/68004/profanacion-robo-templo-unidad-de-proposito/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/68004/profanacion-robo-templo-unidad-de-proposito/
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102 Expulsion of priest and closure of institute are "acts of persecution" against the Church, Cruz, Ana Lucía, Confidencial, 
September 8, 2020, in: https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/expulsion-de-sacerdote-y-cierre-de-instituto-son-actos-de-
persecucion-contra-iglesia/  

Father Rodriguez, parish priest of St. Francis of Assisi Church, in Estelí, confirmed to 

/hbCL59b/L![ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀǊǊƛƭƭƻΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Colombian was initially notified to appear before Migration and Alien Affairs, where he was 

ǘƻƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ άŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΦέ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ spoken to the priest, and we 

know that his residency was valid until 2022, so it seems arbitrary to me that when a person 

already has a valid residency, they would now come and cancel it without any further 

ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣέ he stated102. 

 

142. Robbery in Chapel Virgen de Guadalupe 

 

Through its social media channels, St. 

Jerome Parish in Masaya reported a 

burglary at its chapel. 

 
Facebook post: Parroquía San Jerónimo ς Masaya, Nov. 

8, 2020 

BURGLARY AT 

VIRGIN OF GUADALUPE CHAPEL 

Early this morning, burglars entered the Villa Guadalupe 

chapel, within the jurisdiction of this Parish. They took 

off the sheet metal, broke locks and wardrobes, 

damaged the doors of the Sanctuary. They stole, among 

other things, the microphones, a ƭŀǿƴƳƻǿŜǊΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōŜƭƭΧ 

The Most Holy Sacrament was not present, our Parish Priest had removed it when the desecrations started at 

other Churches. 

Let us pray for the conversion of sinners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/expulsion-de-sacerdote-y-cierre-de-instituto-son-actos-de-persecucion-contra-iglesia/
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/expulsion-de-sacerdote-y-cierre-de-instituto-son-actos-de-persecucion-contra-iglesia/
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103120 children would return to the streets, regime closes project in Hogar Zacarías Guerra where they ate, slept and were 
educated, Chamorro, Emiliano, November 25, 2020, 100%News, in: https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/103954-regimen-
nicaragua-cierra-zacarias-guerra/  

143. Ortega regime terminates ministry at Zacarías Guerra Home 

The Daniel Ortega regime ordered the closure of an educational ministry that was started 

by the Zacarías Guerra Home some years ago for children and adolescents who are living in 

dangerous situations and facing various forms of violence in the streets and at home. 

ά!ƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŀ 

serious blow for us. At the Zacarías Guerra Home, these children who are at risk on the 

streets and in their homes receive a holistic, high-quality education with the goal of aiding 

them in their academic and moral development, to make them into good members of 

bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣέ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ-based educational 

institution. The Zacarías Guerra Home, which has had a presence in Nicaragua for 46 years 

and was founded by the religious order of the Capuchin friars, was recently notified that 

the educational program would have to shut down in December103. 

 

144. Tabernacle keys stolen; El Calvario-Masaya parish priest assaulted 

Calvary Parish of Masaya reported on its official Facebook page that an as-yet unidentified 

woman entered the church to steal the keys to the Most Holy Tabernacle.  

 

https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/103954-regimen-nicaragua-cierra-zacarias-guerra/
https://100noticias.com.ni/nacionales/103954-regimen-nicaragua-cierra-zacarias-guerra/
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104 Woman assaults priest and steals the keys of the Blessed Sacrament, in Masaya Seville Letzira, 3 January 2021, Stereo 
Romance, in: https://www.stereo -romance.com/revista/religion/13604-mujer-agrede-a-sacerdote-y-roba-las-llaves-del-
santisimo-en-masaya.html  

Facebook post: Parish El Calvario - Masaya, 16 

hours ago 

Urgent Message [emergency light emojis] 

Dear brothers and sisters, we wish to tell you 

that today, January 1, after the evening Mass, 

some members of our church noticed a 

suspicious person (a female) within the chapel 

of the Most Holy Tabernacle. Upon seeing that 

those present would not leave the place 

unattended, the woman left our parish, after 

this we realized that at the end of Mass, the 

woman removed the tabernacle key from the 

credence table, taking the key with her as she 

left the church. 

Later, 2 blocks West of the church, one of our 

parish members noticed a woman carrying the 

key to the Most Holy Tabernacle. This member 

immediately called our parish priest, who presented himself there to take the key back. He was met with verbal 

aggression from the woman, who even threw soda at him. 

By the grace of God, our parish priest managed to recover the key to the Most Holy Tabernacle. 

We are grateful to those who did not leave this woman alone for a moment, preventing by their actions the 

desecration of the Body of Christ. Let us always protect our parish and the Most Holy Sacrament. 

 

145. Woman attacks priest Alexander Ruiz 

When the people that offers their services to the Church they alerted priest Alexander Ruiz, 

who followed the woman and asked her to give back the keys to the tabernacle, but she 

responded aggresively, insulted him and threw soda at him.104 

 

146. General Directorate of Migration and Alien Affairs (DGME), denied 

entry to Nicaragua to Friar Santos Fabián Mejía 

The first priest to be barred from entering was Friar Santos Fabián Mejía, a clergy member 

of Saint Francis of Assisi Parish, of Juigalpa, in Chontales. With respect to Father Santos 

Fabián, Friar Lemus Aguilar reports that a Migration agent is known to have told him that 

https://www.stereo-romance.com/revista/religion/13604-mujer-agrede-a-sacerdote-y-roba-las-llaves-del-santisimo-en-masaya.html
https://www.stereo-romance.com/revista/religion/13604-mujer-agrede-a-sacerdote-y-roba-las-llaves-del-santisimo-en-masaya.html
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105 "Two Franciscan friars are barred from entering "for denouncing injustices," Torrez Cinthya, Confidencial, February 17, 
2021, in: https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/prohiben-ingreso-a-dos-frailes-franciscanos-por-denunciar-injusticias/  
106 άTwo Franciscan friars banned from entering "for denouncing injustices", Tórrez Cinthya, Confidential, February 17, 2021, 
in: https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/prohiben-ingreso-a-dos-frailes-franciscanos-por-denunciar-injusticias/  

άƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΣ 

that they should not get involved in anythingέΦ105 

 

147. General Directorate of Migration and Alien Affairs (DGME), denied 

entry to Nicaragua to Friar José Lemus Aguilar 

Father José Lemus Aguilar, parish priest of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, of the Diocese 

of Matagalpa, was advised to formally request entry to Nicaragua, since on the past January 

31st, another friar from his congregation was not allowed to enter the country. Lemus 

assured them that he doubted it would be necessary to go through this process, since his 

documentation was in order. Nevertheless, he finally decided to do so, and the travel 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƘƛƳ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ been told that my name 

ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŜƴǘǊȅ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ 

On February 8th, the day that he was to travel, the priest again tried to arrange permission 

for reentry, but the response was the same: he would not be allowed to enter. There was 

no justification for this immigration restriction, he emphasized. In search of answers, the 

priest went to the Nicaraguan embassy in San Salvador, but they told him that they did not 

have any information about the matter and that, furthermore, they were unable to access 

the Ministry of Governance system. Nevertheless, Lemus claims that the accusations are 

άǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣέ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ 

ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ άǿŜǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ƛǘΣ άǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

necessarily engaged in politics; rather, we have a moral strength that was needed at that 

time. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣέ CŀǘƘŜǊ [ŜƳǳǎ claims.106 

 

148. Burglary at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

ά¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǎǘƻƭŜ Ψǘǿƻ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜǎΣ ŀ ƎǳƛǘŀǊΣ ŀ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŀŘŘŜǊΩ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ 

Francis of Assisi Parish in Managua. The burglary was reported by Monsignor Miguel 

https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/prohiben-ingreso-a-dos-frailes-franciscanos-por-denunciar-injusticias/
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/prohiben-ingreso-a-dos-frailes-franciscanos-por-denunciar-injusticias/
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107 άMonsignor Miguel Mantica denounces theft in San Francisco de Asís parish", Mayorga, Gerald, March 10, 2021, Radio 
Corporación, in: https://radio -corporacion.com/blog/archivos/85985/monsenor-mantica-denuncia-robo-en-parroquia-san-
francisco-de-asis/  

Mantica Cuadra, who confirmed that there was no damage to the sacred objects in the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊƳŜŘέΦ107 

 
Facebook post: Miguel Mantica Cuadra, 16 

minutes ago 

I wish to report that early this morning, burglars 

entered our St. Francis Parish. They took two 

microphones, a guitar, a television and a ladder. 

The sacred objects were not damaged, and no one 

was harmed. We called the police, and they have 

started an investigation, which is ongoing. We 

hope to find the person or persons involved in this 

theft. 

 

 

149. Burglary at Heart of Mary Parish, Las Palmas 

Facebook post: Boletín Ecológico was live, March 17, 

2021 

[emergency light emoji] Another sacrilegious 

ōǳǊƎƭŀǊȅ ŀǘ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

the Heart of Mary Church in Las Palmas #Managua 

#Nicaragua. Thieves, Stole audio equipment: a 

speaker, two microphones and their cables. 

[downward-pointing finger emojis] 

#ConferenciaEpiscopaldeNicaragua 

[Facebook video player. Still image shows a property 

surrounded by an ornamental brick wall across the 

street.] 

152 reactions, including Angry, Like and Sad. 25 

comments. 62 shares. 

 

 

 

 

https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/85985/monsenor-mantica-denuncia-robo-en-parroquia-san-francisco-de-asis/
https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/85985/monsenor-mantica-denuncia-robo-en-parroquia-san-francisco-de-asis/
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108 "Migration withdraws residence to Friar Damian Masons", Torrez, Cinthya, Confidential, May 7, 2021, in: 
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/migracion-retira-residencia-al-fraile-damian-muratori/   
109 Our Se Church Desecratedñora de Candelaria, in Chinandega, González Xavier, April 12, 2021, Article 66, in: 
https://www.articulo66.com/2021/04/12/robo -profanacion-iglesia-catolica-nuestra-senora-de-candelaria-chinandega/  

150. Burglary at the Servant of God Odorico D Andrea Sanctuary 

άhƴ March 28, 2021, Muratori reported the theft of all the savings that were intended for 

projects. He said the thieves only left 800 córdobas in cash. He explained that the security 

guard was tied hand and foot and thrown to the floor. The criminals entered and left 

through the roof, and the door did not show any sign of forced entry. He confirmed that 

the National Police were investigating the deed and asked the public to help by cooperating 

if they had any información.108 
Facebook post: Tepeyac: Sanctuary Of The Servant Of God 

Odorico D Andrea, April 4, 2021. 

Message [caution sign emojis] 

As the criminal investigation into the burglary committed in 

Tepeyac on Saturday, March 7th, begins, some people who 

are being investigated and their family members are 

spreading the message or accusation that Tepeyac 

personnel and Friar Damián have shared the names of 

people who should be investigated as suspected 

perpetrators of the theft. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. The only thing that 

some of the personnel and Friar Damián have done is report 

the burglary, without naming those responsible for the 

deed. 

The National Police are carrying out the investigation 

according to their own discretion. 

Friar Damian C Muratori 

Sanctuary Rector, Tepeyac 

 

 

151. Desecration of Our Lady of Candelaria Parish 

¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ улΣллл ŎƽǊŘƻōŀǎΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ 

new monstrance, two televisions, sound equipment, a gas tank and cash that was intended 

for the construction of the church, along with immeasurable damage to our infrastructure 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎέΦ 109 

https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/migracion-retira-residencia-al-fraile-damian-muratori/
https://www.articulo66.com/2021/04/12/robo-profanacion-iglesia-catolica-nuestra-senora-de-candelaria-chinandega/





































































